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African summit opens 

ABUJA. Nigeria (R) — The Organisation of African Unity (OAU) 
* Qin ? Mt «> Nigeria on Monday with leaden seeking a new policy 

on ties with fast-changing South Africa. More than 80 presidents are 
*^°d*ng the three-day summit in Abuja, Nigeria's future capital. They 
were joined by South African Hack leader Nelson Mandela, U N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar and Palestinian leader Yasser 
Ar afat. Most of the SI members of the OAU face acute political, 
economic and environmental problems. Nine presidents have left office — 
mst at gunpoint — since the last summit in Addis Ababa in 1990. the 
highest turnover in one year since the organisation was founded in 1968. 
But despite the spread of dviJ war and unresr across the continent. South 
Africa was the key issue as this year's summit started. Black African 
leader* are divided over die right approach to President F.W. de Klerk'* 
reformist government in Pretoria. Many want to ease OAU sanctions 
against Sooth Africa, hoping to speed up the reform process aod cement 
ckxc trade ties with the comment's wealthiest nation. But others, led by 
Zimbabwe's President Robert Mugabe, say South Africa must remain 
isolated until full equality for the black majority is in sight. 
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Kuwaiti ‘collaborator 5 challenges government j 

KUWAIT CITY (AP) — A Kuwaiti accused of spreading false 
rumours that aided Iraq during its occupation on Monday made 
an impassioned appeal for his right to criticise the government. “I 
stall say that the government did not do what it was supposed to 
do,’* said Fazaj Nasar Faraj, who appeared before the military 
court in leg chains. Faraj Nasar Faraj was among 28 people ■_ 
charged with collaborating with Iraq who appeared in martial law : 
court Monday. In all. an estimated 300 people will be brought to { 
trial, all on the charge of cooperating with Iraq after its Aug. 2 
invasion. No immediate decision was reached when the court ' 
recessed Monday. Faraj. an army volunteer, said his only crime | 
was criticising the Kuwaiti government for no: being prepared for j 
the invasion by not putting the army on alert, not anticipating the i 
Iraqi attack and not allowing a civilian parliament that might have j 
made Iraqi President Saddam Hussein hesitate to claim Kuwait. j 
£ 
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President Saddam 
protects Jews 

TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein protects 
the Jews of Baghdad despite vow- 
ing to burn half of Israel, says a 
leader of Israel's Iraqi Jewish 
community. Mordechai Ben- 
Pora t, head of the Babylonian 
Jewry Heritage Centre, told 
Israel radio cm Monday. "The 
Jews of Baghdad have already for 
a number of years reported their 
situation is good with Saddam 
Hussein — that he looks after 
them, doesn't harm them, pre- 
vents dashes. The reports are 
that he looks after them.” Ben- 
Porat said the Iraqi authorities 
have permitted Jews to leave the 
country since mid-May and five 
Jewish families arrived in Israel. 


Royal Court releases King’s 

interview with Le Point , but no 
shift in Jordan’s position is seen 

King: Taboos and cliches 
should disappear in process 


Fahd says he advised 
Saddam 

NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia's 
King Fahd has said be never 
wished on “brotherly Iraq” the 
mffering it went through in the 
Gulf war and its aftermath. “But 
God knows bow much advice I 
gave the Iraqi president to avoid 
this catastrophe,” the Saudi Press 
Agency (SPA) quoted him as 
saying at a military parade on 
Sunday marking the end of Prince 
Khaled Bin Sultan's command of 
Arab forces in the anti-Iraq coali- 
tion. “We did not want for 
brotherly Iraq the hardship that 
took place, whether in the tough 
military days or these days in 
which the Iraqi people are suffer- 
ing,” the king said, referring to 
the six-week Gulf war and its 
aftermath. 

Ethiopian premier 
kills himself 

ROME (R) — A former Ethio- 
pian acting premier sheltering in 
the Italian, embassy In .Addis 
Ababa has killed himself and 
three other senior fugitives have 
surrendered to the new author- 
ities, an Italian official said on 
Monday. A foreign ministry 
spokesman said Haile Yemenu, 
acting premier until May. had 
a p p ar ently shot himself in the 
embassy grounds where he and 
six other senior figures of 
Ethiopia's deposed Marxist teg- 
one bad sought refuge. 

‘Mao’s widow killed 
herself 

NEW YORK (AP) — A maga- 
zine reported Monday that tire 
widow of Mao Tse-Tung, Jiang 
Qing, had hanged herself. 
fWn«e g ov er nm ent offices re- 
fused comment. Time m a gazin e 
quoted Beijing sources as saying 
Jiang, 77, kfiled herself late last 
month at a suburban villa where 
she had been under house arrest 
since her conviction in 1980 for 
helping cany out the cultural 
revolution. The sources for th e 
magazine report were not further 
i d e nt i fie d. 

Iran tolls Its hajis to 
behave 

NICOSIA (R)— Iranian pilgrims 
in Saudi Arabia were told by their 
leader on Monday that they will 
Ire sent borne mfrnediately if they 
do wny tiimg to Harm their conn* 
txyVnnage. Some 115,000 Ira- 
nians will make the annual haj to 
Mecca this month for the first 
time since 400 people, most of 
them Iranians, were lolled in 
dashes with Saudi security forces 
daring an Iranian-led demonstra- 
tion in the holy city in 1987. The 
Iranian news agency IRNA said 
Mohammad Mohammadi 

.' Reyshahri, Iran's top haj official, 
spoke to desks accompanying 

- pilgrims iq Medina, the second of 

' Saudi Arabia's two holy cities- 
He warned against actions 
“which may harm the image and 
prestige of the Islamic Republic 

- of Iran. In case sneb conduct is 
observed the person respanaWe 
in whatever position will vhr 
mediately be sent back.” 


In Algiers 


radicals. 


Monday in 
rtjfrontafion 
cctkra cam- 


round o? teat 
; brought in wa- 
■ to disperse the 


Police* 

demonstrators clash 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal 
Court yesterday released the text 
of an interview which His Majes- 
ty King Hussein gave to the 
French magazine Le Point on 
May 11, and informed sources 
said there was nothing in the 
interview that suggested any 
change in the Jordanian position 
on the question of Arab-Israeli 
talks to solve the Palestinian 
problem and the Middle East 

Iraq 

ready to 
export oil 

VIENNA, Austria (Agencies) — 
Iraq, barred from selling oil dur- 
ing the Gulf crisis, is pumping 
about 450,000 barrels of crude a 
day but could quickly double that 
Once international sanctions are 
removed, its oil minister said 
Monday. 

“As soon as they lift the ban, 
we will be ready to go ahead,” 
Usama Abdul Razzaq A1 Hitti, 
the nation's newly appointed oil 
minister, said. 

Iraq, once a leading crude ex- , 
porter, was prohibited from sell- 
ing oil after invading neighbour- 
ing Kuwait last August. 

Under a U.N. ceasefire resolu- 
tion, the economic sanctions are 
to be eased gradually as Iraq 
fulfills such conditions as des- 
troying its chemical and biologic- 
al weapons. 

A! Ffiti, attending the summer 
conference of the 13-nation Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries, is tire first Iraqi oil 
chief to show up at the cartel 
since tire invasion. 

A soft-spoken man, he told 
reporters tire ofi industry is lifting 
about 450,000 to 500,000 barrels 
of crude a day for domestic use. 
Of that, he said, about 55,000 
barrels are going to Jordan under 
a U.N. arrangement. 

The industry could supply 
“over one million (barrels a day) 
in a very short time” once the 
sanctions are removed, be said. 

Iraq produced about 3.1 uuDon 
barrels a day before the Gulf 
crisis. With Iran, it was the 
second biggest OPEC producer 
after Saudi Arabia, the world's 
largest crude exporter. 

Shortly after the invasion, 
OPEC scrapped its quota system 
so the nations oonid pomp to 
capacity and make up for the 
shortfall of Iraqi and Kuwaiti 
crude. 

At the midyear conference 
opening Tuesday, OPEC minis- 
ters are likely to put off the 
sensitive issue of Iraqi and 
Kuwaiti production since neither 
is expected to export much until 
late in the year. 

In Paris, energy ministers of 
Western countries said on Mon- 
day they were waxy of entering 
formal talks with oil-producing 
states. 

The ministers, from rich in- 
dustrial countries which coordin- 
ate theft energy strategy through 
the Paris-based International 
Energy Agency (IEA), were 
meeting at a two-yeariy policy 
forum to draw on tire lessons of 
the Gulf crisis. 

Japanese Foreign Minister 
Taro Nakayama told tire IEA 
meeting that talks between oil 
producers and consumers could 
be worthwhile if they enhanced 
understanding between the two 
traditionally opposed camps. 

U.S. Energy Secretary James 
Watkins was also cautious. He 
emphasised Washington's opposi- 
tion to any price-fixing median- 
isms and said the two groups 
already had extensive contacts. 


conflict as a whole. 

In the interview, which was 
published in the magazine on 
June I, the magazine quoted the 
King as expressing willingness for 
face-to-face talks with Israel. 

Israelis interpreted that as 
meaning that Jordan had come 
around to Israel’s view that direct 
talks were the way to make 
peace, but the informed sources 
said it was m correct to interpret 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir said on 
Monday that President George 
Bush had personally urged Israel 
to compromise and accept U.S. 
views on Middle East peace talks. 

Shamir spoke after a closed 
session of tire parliamentary fore- 
ign affairs and defence committee 
at which be has reported to have 
said that U.S. Secretary of Stale 
James Baker last month had de- 
manded a role for the United 
Nations in a Middle East peace 
conference. 

“This telegram contains an 
additional efforts to persuade the 
candidates for these negotiations 
to accept the position of the 
United States,” Shamir told re- 
porters. 

Bush sent personal message 
last week to each of the leaders in 
the region in an attempt to keep 
Washington’s Middle East peace 
initiative alive. 

“In his letter, Bnsfa suggested 


SIDON, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Israeli warplanes destroyed a 
FLO military intelligence office 
in south Lebanon on Monday, 
killing two guerrillas and a 
woman civilian, security sources 
reported. 

The planes fired rockets into 
the two-storey. office for FLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat's main- 
stream Fateh guerrilla faction in 
Miyeb-Mfyeh refugee camp east 
of Sidon, 40 kilometres south of 
Beirut. 

Guerrillas, firing rifles into the 
aft, at first cordoned off the Fateh 
office, which was totally des- 
troyed. 

In Israel, an array communique 
said aft force planes had attacked 
a Fateh position east of Sidon 
used for launching attacks mi 
Israel. 


the King's remarks as breaking 
with the Arab view that negotia- 
tions should be through a Middle 
East peace conference. 

“What the King said in the Le 
Point interview does not signal a 
change of policy,” the informed 
sources said. 

Following are major excerpts 
of questions and answers from 
the interview: 


bow be thought differences could 
be overcome.” Shamir said. 

A participant at the parliamen- 
tary meeting quoted Shamir as 
saying Baker had taken a harder 
position during his visit last 
mouth on including the United 
Nations in a conference. 

“Baker insisted on U.N. parti- 
cipation. On previous visits he 
didn’t make an issue of it. Now he 
really demanded it,” Shamir was 
quoted as saying. 

Baker, in the region four times 
since March, has tried to bridge 
Israeli and Syrian differences 
over the role of the United Na- 
tions and the format of a prop- 
osed peace conference. 

Israel opposes any role for the 
United Naitions in a conference 
while Syria wants the U.N. to be 
present. 

“We would be ready to deposit 
any agreements with the U.N. 
and ask for the U.N. to ratify 
them. The U.S. wants more than 


The sources in Lebanon said 
the attack killed two Fateh fight- 
ers and a woman civilian and 
wounded seven fighters. The in- 
telligence office was under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Kamal Mi dha t. 

“This raid wasn't the first and 
will not be the last," Zeid 
Wehbeh, Arafat's personal repre- 
sentative in Lebanon, told repor- 
ters. “We always expect more 
raids and aggression from Israel.” 

Wehbeh said the Jewish state 
would never implement a U.N. 
Security Coundlresolution calling 
for an Israeli withdrawal from, 
south Lebanon where it has 
established a security zone. 

The warplanes struck as the 
Syrian and Lebanese foreign 
ministers exchanged letters of 
ratification in Beirut putting a 


Q: From Your Majesty's discus- 
sions with the Americans what 
kind of final solution they are 
looking for? 

A: I honestly cannot say what 
kind of “final solution.” I don't 
like the term “final solution.” 
However, there is a determina- 
tion to move and try to resolve 
the problem. On the other hand. 

(Continued on page 5) 


that," Shamir was quoted as 
saying. 

In Washington, presidential 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said 
the letters, to the leaders of Syria, 
Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Egypt, 
delivered over the past few days, 
were similar. 

“The letters didn't present a 
new plan. They commented on 
the progress that bad been made 
so far," Fitzwater said. 

“We think there has been prog- 
ress,” he added. 

“The parties are still discussing 
this matter. There are indications 
of interest and support from afl of 
die countries involved and we're 
still working it," Fitzwater said. 

Fitzwater told reporters he 
wouldn’t comment on the content 
of the letters to the Middle East 
leaders. But, be said, they all 
carried “essentially the same 
message." 

(Continued on page 5) 


wide-ranging cooperation treaty 
between the two neighbours into 
effect. 

Israel has condemned the trea- 
ty as the annexation of Lebanon 
by Syria, which says the pact 
guarantees Lebanese independ- 
ence while strengthening special 
ties between Beirut and Damas- 
cus. 

The treaty says Lebanon and 
Syria will support each other on 
security issues and work to coor- 
dinate their foreign policies. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens has said Israel 
would not allow the pact to 
threaten the security of the Jew- 
ish state. 

It was the 11th Israeli air raid 
into Lebanon this year. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Syria pulls troops out of Gulf 


pages a terse dispatch by the 
official Syrian Arab News Agen- 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (Agencies) — 
Syria has joined Egypt in pulling 
its troops out of the Gulf region, 
dealing another blow to the idea 
of an Arab regional security 
force. But it may be too soon to 
count it out completely. 

Egypt started bringing home 
36,000 soldiers from Saudi Ara- 
bia and Kuwait last mouth, just 
weeks after an agreement for 
Damascus and Cairo to provide 
military clout to a force funded by 
oil-rich Gulf Arab states. 

The withdrawal of the Egyp- 
tians and the Syrians so soon after 
the highly touted agreement 
points to deep divisions over the 
structure of the security force. 

Egyptian military sources said 
the Kuwaitis had indicated a dear 
preference for Western troops. 
U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney has agreed to maintain 
U.S. ground troops in the emirate 


for an unspecified number of 
months to come. 

The Saudis said they wanted 
only their own troops on their 
soil, at least for the time being. 

Still, Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak has said he is prepared 
to send forces back to the region 
whenever they are needed. 

And experts from the six Gulf 
Cooperation Council members. 
Egypt and Syria are to meet 
shortly in Riyadh to begin work 
on a detailed agreement. They 
will report to a foreign ministers 
meeting that will be held later in 
Kuwait 

“I suspect what is happening is 
that people are seeing signs of 
impatience in setting up a force,” 
Middle East analyst Don Ken- 
said about the news Monday that 
the Syrians were going borne. 

On Monday, newspapers in 
Damascus reported on their front 


cy. 

It said: "Yesterday the fust 
batch of our armed forces that 
were charged to defend the terri- 
tory of Saudi Arabia and liberate 
Kuwait returned to the home- 
land, according to a decision 
made to that effect." 

There was no other official 
comment. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Moussa told reporters on 
Monday he would visit Damascus 
later this week to discuss Gulf 
security and the Middle East 
peace process with his Syrian 
counterpart, Farouq A1 Sharaa. 
He gave no further details. 

The United States has begun 
setting up depots for stockpiling 
weapons in the Gulf in case of 


(Continued on page 5) 


Israelis raid PLO positions 
in South Lebanon; 3 killed 


Bush urges Israel to accept 
U.N. role in peace talks 



A graduate from Mu*ta University Monday receives Prince Hassan during the graduation cerenr'^y ■ 
her diploma from His Royal Hi ghness Crown (Petra photo) j 

Prince Hassan calls for 

I 

review of educational process j 


KARAK (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Monday called for a review of 
higher education and the educa- 
tional process in Jordan to enable 
it to deal with the country's grow- 
ing problems, Jordan Television 
reported. 

The educational system ought 
to be geared to cope with the 
burdens faring the Kingdom in 
view of the growing population 
and their socio-economic needs, 
said Prince Hassan at a ceremony 
for the graduation of students 
from Muta University’s civilian 
wing. 

What the universities ought to 
do, he said, is to focus attention 
on various problems faring the 
nation and help find solutions. 
Prince Hassan congratulated the 
graduates and voiced apprecia- 
tion to the university staff an d 
those responsible for drawing up 
the university training program- 


mes. 

In the year 2000. the Crown 
Prince noted, Jordan expects to 
have 1.6 million students at va- 
rious stages of education. 

He noted that specialised 
teams will soon embark on a 
detailed debate of the final ver- 
sion of a plan for higher educa- 
tion in Jordan. He said that Jor- 
dan at this stage ought to revise 
its priorities for higher education. 
He said that the cost of higher 
education should be taken into 
account. 

Prince Hassan said that higher 
education institutions should 
bring about changes in the basic 
principles of education, and its 
various fields taking into consid- 
eration higher education, econo- 
mics and the national and pan- 
Arab needs. 

Referring to private universi- 
ties in Jordan, be said that some 
people contend these universities 
are profit-making institutions. 


The Crown Prince said that profit 
made through these private uni- 
versities should be measured ir. 
terms of their achievements for 
the Jordanian society. 

He expressed belief that a se- 
rious revision of the specialisa- 
tions would be rather tiring and 
strenuous if these specialisations 
are to cater for the society's real 
needs. 

The Crown Prince reminded 
the graduates that university 
education was not an extension to 
school education but rather a 
stage for bridging die gap be- 
tween university education and I 
tiie time when they get employ- i 
meat. i 

A total of 375 male and female 
students from the civilian wings 
later received their diplomas 
from Prince Hassan at the cere- 
mony attended by senior officials, 
university deans and staff as well ( 
as relatives of the students. 


Palestinian groups 
vow to stop feuds 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Rival Palestinian groups 
appealed for unity in a joint 
leaflet on Monday, a day after 
they battled each other with guns 
in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank. 

The clashes stemmed from 
Muslim fundamentalist anger at 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat’s 
endorsement of Palestinian con- 
tacts with U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker. Arafat condemned 
the fighting. 

“We dedare our rejection of 
all forms of differences and unrul- 
ly behaviour which occurred from 
any party and against any one of us,” * 
said Monday's leaflet, signed by 
the PLO’s Fateh movement and 
the Muslim fundamentalist 
Hamas. 

The two groups are rivals for 
leadership of a 42-month-old 
Palestinian uprising against 
Israeli rule in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

"... We stand in the same 
trench in the face of the Zionist- 
colonialist occupation,” the leaf- 
let added. 


PARIS (R) — France launched a 
global arms control plan on Mon- 
day with the announcement that 
it would sign the 1966 nuclear 
non-proliferation treaty (NPT). 
leaving China the only major 
nuclear power not party to the 
pact. 

Its proposals, including curbs 
on conventional arms exports by 
the world's main suppliers, fol- 
lowed U.S. President George 
Bush's regional weapons control 
plan for die Middle East. 

President Francois Mitterrand, 
who sent details in ‘advance to 
allies and fellow permanent mem- 
bers of the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil, has said the proposals are 
complementary to. not in com- 
petition with, those of the United 
States. 

“The complexity and extent of 
the problem makes it necessary to 


Four Palestinians were wound- 
ed in Sunday's clash in Nablus, 
the West Bank's largest city and a 
hotbed of Palestinian national- 
ism. The internecine fighting was 
the most serious since the upris- 
ing began.' 

Palestinians in the West Bank 
held para-mUitaiy memorial mar- 
ches on Monday for a senior 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion leader who died in an Israeli 
prison two years ago after 21 
years of imprisonment. 

Relatives and friends of Omar 
AJ Kaassem, a central committee 
member of the Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine, 
visited bis grave and held a rally 
in his memory. 

In the West Bank village of 
Idhna, near Hebron, Israeli sol- 
diers shot and wounded three 
Palestinians travelling by car to 
Israel, residents said. There was 
no immediate explanation of the 
shooting. 

Five other Palestinians were 
wounded in clashes in the north- 
ern West Bank town of Jenin, 
Arabs said. 


take action by all available 
means,” a five-page outline of the 
French plan said. 

“Our objectives are clear. Che- 
mical arms should be eliminated. 
Bacteriological arms should not 
be made. Existing nuclear arsen- 
als should be brought back to the 
lowest level consistent with de- 
terrence. Non-proliferation of 
nuclear arms remains impera- 
tive,” it added. 

It announced that the Security 
Council’s “big five” — the Un- 
ited States, the Soviet Union, 
China, France and Britain — 
would send representatives to 
Paris in the next few weeks to 
discuss creating a United Nations' 
watchdog on conventional arms. 

French observers believe the 
climate for arms control may be 
turning favourable. 


2 women 
murdered 

By Ahmad Kreishac 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two womeri 
were murdered in cold blood 
over the past two days, the 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) announced. 

The murders took place in 
Baqaa refugee camp northwest 
of Amman and in Zarqa. 

According to the PSD, a 
27-year-old man from the Ba- 
qaa camp, identified only by j 
his initials stabbed his 15-year- j 
old cousin to death at her 
school, lolling her instantly. 

The attorney general at the 
criminal court in Amman, 
Mohammad Jaradat, said the 
accused admitted that he killed 
his cousin because she turned 
him down when he proposed. 

Feeling let down, the ac- 
cused decided to take revenge 
on the girl. He stole a large 
knife from a store in the camp 
and waited for the girl in front 
of her school, the attorney 
general said. 

When the girl finally 
appeared around 11:30 a.m. tie 
immediately attacked her, 
stabbing her several times in 
the chest, the face and the back 
(Continued on page 5) 

Air France 
operates 
3rd flight 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Air France 
(AF) Monday announced that 
it was operating a third flight 
due for the first time to operate 
from Amman on June 24. Thus 
AF will operate a total of 3 
flights weekly every Monday, 
Wednesday and Saturdy. 

Scheduled departure from 
Amman 23:30, arriving in 
Charles-De-Gaulle 2 at 05:30 
every Tuesday, Thursday and 
.Sunday, consequently offering, 
direct- connections to 190 cities 
in 77 countries. 


France launches global 
arms control plan 
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Algerian leader takes up 
fundamentalist challeng 
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ALGIERS (R) — Shaken by 
mass fundamentalist protests, 
campaigning for Algeria's first 
multiparty general elections 
moved into a third day Monday 
with the president warning he 
would not allow them to be de- 
railed. 

Intervening for the first time, 
President Chadli Benjedid told 
die nation Sunday. “The state 
and the government will take all 
legal steps to ensure that the right 
conditions and atmosphere." (are 
maintained). 

Hie Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), which has called an indefi- 
nite strike and brought thousands 
of protesters onto city streets, 
appeared ready to ignore his 
warning and pursue its protests. 

A FIS leader, Abdelkader 
Boukha m kh a m, said continued 
protests were the answer to 
Cbadfi’s speech. 

The demonstrations and strike 


have increased divisions between 
FIS militants and opponents of 
their demand for an Islamic state 
and set the scene for more con- 
frontations. 

Veteran independence war 
leader Hoone Ait Ahmed, who 
heads the Socialist Forces Front 
(FFS), called Sunday for mass 
demonstrations on Thursday to 
counter those of the fun- 
damentalists. 

“We most save democracy to 
save Algeria,” he said in a state- 
ment. 

The Algerian newspaper, Le 
Quotidien D'Afgerie, said Mon- 
day: “The homeland is in danger 
because democracy is in danger 
and it is there that the real jihad 
(holy war) is to be found.” 

The FIS says election laws 
favour the ruling National Li- 
beration Front (FLN). headed by 
Chadli who paved the way to end 
its 27-year monopoly of power 


Ethiopia’s new leader 
blames old regime 
for economic chaos 


with reforms in 1989. 

It called an indefinite strike last 
month to demand changes in the 
law and presidential elections 
also June 27. 

Several hundred pro-FIS high 
school students, dim to sit ex- 
aminations June 9, marched 
through the capital Monday wav- 
ing Islamic flags and demanding 
an Islamic state. 

“Neither work nor school be- 
fore Chadli goes,” they shouted, 
as riot police accompanied them 
to May 1st square, one of the 
assembly points for FIS demon- 
strators. 

On Sunday, in central Algiers, 
hundreds of riot police fired tear 
gas and used water -cannon 
a ga»"st thousands of protesters 
blocking the streets, dispersing 
them some two hours before 
ChadK’s speech. 

In the last two days, the strike 
and demonstrations have domra- 


Iraq says 






", 




Cfeadfi Beayedk! 

ated public discussion and news- 
papers. 

The independent newspaper El 
Watan said Chadli’s speech was 
aimed at “breaking a silence 
which was becoming worrying 
and was leading to all sorts of 
interpretation.'' 

It said Chadli, without naming 
the FIS, had put total responsibil- 
ity on the party for the troubles 
shaking the country. 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — 
Ethiopia's provisional leader says 
its former Marxist rulers have left 
it bankrupt — a grim message for 
millions of its citizens facing 
starvation from famine. 

“Tbe outgoing government left 
the country bankrupt, ” new in- 
terim leader Meles Zenawi said in 
a 15-minute television and radio 
broadcast Sunday night. 

“Tbe coffers are empty, foe 
country has nothing to sustain it, 
even for a few days,” he said in 
his first public speech in Addis 
Ababa since rebels of bis Ethio- 
pian People's Revolutionary 
Democratic Front (EPRDF) cap- 
tured foe capital last Tuesday. 

Meles, 36, leader of the 
EFRDF, spoke as fears grew of a 
famine disaster in eastern areas 
with reports that fighting was 
preventing food aid from moving. 

More than seven million peo- 
ple are threatened with starvation 
in Ethiopia this year because of 
drought and civil war in the im- 
poverished Horn of Africa coun- 
oy. 

Meles appealed for peace to 
allow his interim government to 
restore order and cautioned peo- 
ple against following “anti-peace 
elements'' — a reference to anti- 
EPRDF demonstrations last 
week. 

Meles said the EPRDF re- 
mained in control but be repeated 
assurances that an all-party con- 
ference would be held within a 
month to set up a transitional 
government. 

He called on Ethiopians to be 
prepared for yet more austerity to 
help tbe new administration pull 
the country out of its economic 
quagmire. 


Local residents said they were 
impressed by Mdes’s stark sum- 
mary of foe crisis 

Many Ethiopians feel betrayed 
by 14 years of admin i s tration by 
Marxist military ruler Mengistu 
Haile Mariam which had sent foe 
economy into a ncse-fove. 

Reports of fighting in the 
southeastern town of Harar Sun- 
day — probably between advanc- 
ing EPRDF fighters and rem- 
nants of foe okl government's 
army — dashed hopes for an 
early resumption of famine relief 
to more 'than one million people 
in die east, many of them Somali 
refugees. 

United Nations officials said 
they were worried relief supplies 
would not resume in time to save 
thousands of people from starv- 
ing to death. 

“I fear that we will be enable to 
get foe operation going again in 
time to prevent a disaster,” 
Michael Effis, operations director 
of foe U.N.’s World Food Prog- 
ramme (WFP), told Reuters. 

Food convoys were halted in 
die region last week as law and 
order broke down. 

Ellis said Friday United Na- 
tions and charity workers were 
the target of attacks Airing riots 
in Harar. 

WFP transport chief Andos 
Ulin said one Ethiopian U.N. 
official was dragged from his 
hotel and shot dead in front of a 
mob. Another U.N. worker was 
detained in Harar and a third had 
gone missing, he added. 

Meles Zenawi said Saturday 
that his troops controlled the 
town of Dire Dawa and were 
advancing towards Harar. about 
70 kilometres to the north west. 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq Monday 
described U.S. President 
George Bush's initiative on halt- 
ing the Middle East arms race as 
a plan to guarantee Israel's milit- 
ary superiority in the region. 

In an editorial headlined “New 
proposals with old aims,” the 
rating Baatfa Party's daily news- 
paper A1 Thawra said Bush 
wanted to impose an arms embar- 
go oo foe Arabs without tbe 
removal of Israel’s weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Israel refuses to coofirm or 
deny that it has nodear arms, but 
.international military sources say 
it possesses about 100 noefenr 
warheads and delivery missiles. 

Some Arab analysts believe 
that Bush’s aims control propos- 
als would leave Israel’s endear 
capability intact and enhance its 
military clout. 

A1 Thawra’s editorial also re- 


ferred to U.S. Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney's announcement 
Friday that Washington was 
stockpiling weapons in Israel and 
had plans 30 pay more than 70 per 
cent of the cost of an Israeli 
anti-missile missile programme. 

“Bush’s plan and Cheney’s 
statements coincide in their aims 
and results and both speak for an 
old American policy... guaran- 
teeing the Zionist entity’s 
strategic military superiority over 
the Arab countries altogether,” 
foe paper said. 

Cheney said in Cairo Sunday 
the propositioning of U-S. arms 
and ammunition in Israel did not 
contradict Bash’s arms control 
plan which calls for limiting the 
flow of conventional arms to the 
Middle East and introducing a 
freeze followed by a ban on ac- 
quiring weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 


Meguid starts post-crisis 

fence-mending mission 


DHAHRAN, Saudi Arabia (AP) 
— Esmat Abdul Meguid, the new 
secretary-general of the Arab 
Leslie, arrived Monday in Saudi 
Arabia on a bad to end the rift in 
Arab ranks following tbe Iraqi 
occ up ation of Kuwait. 

it was Megwf s first foreign 
trip since he was e l ected to head 
die 21-member league, headquar- 
tered in Cairo. Abdul Meguid 
was formerly Egypt’s foreign 
minister for almost a decade. 

Meguid came to the Gulf-side 
rity of Dhahran at the start of his 
mission for a meeting with King 
Fahd. 

He is expected to visit the other 
member states of the Gulf Coop- 


eration Council (GCC) too. They 
are Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates, Oman, Bahrain and 
Qatar. 

Meguid was also planning to 
visit Arab capitals outside the 
Gulf region. 

With tbe exception of foe 
Kuwaitis, Gulf leaders have been 
indicating that the wounds could 
slowly be healed in the interest of 
solving pan- Arab issues such as 
die Arab-lsracti conflict. 

Shortly after his arrival. 
Meguid went into session with the 
six foreign ministers of the GCC 
alliance, who have been meeting 
since Sunday. 


More than 340 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s supreme 
leader Ayatollah Afi Khamenei, 
pledging continued adherence to 
tbe revolutionary legacy of 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 
Monday ruled out ties with the 
United States, denouncing it as a 
“symbol of bullying.” 

In a message to mark Tues- 
day's second anniversary of 
Khomeini’s death, Khamenei re- 
jected hardliners’ claims that Iran 
had strayed from the path of foe 
leader who toppled the pro- 
Western shah and set up the 
Islamic republic. 

He also paid glowing tribute to 
President Akbar Hasbenu Raf- 
sanjani, whose moderate econo- 
mic and foreign policies have 
been increasingly criticised by 
hardliners. 

“The Islamic Republic of Iran 
rejects relations with tbe Amer- 
ican regime which is a symbol of 
bullying and unjust dominations, 
an epitome of oppression against 
weak nations,” he said in the 
30-minute message read for him 
on Tehran Radio. 

Khamenei said Iran “will never 
establish relations with that 
(U.S.) regime as long as it arro- 
gantly oppresses the nations, in- 
terferes in governments and 
countries, supports illegitimate 
regimes such as the hated Zionist 
regjme (Israel), fights against 
freedom-seeking movements and 
tbe awakening of nations and 
remains hostile especially to the 
vanguard Muslim nation of Iran.” 

The United States broke di- 
plomatic ties with Iran in April 
1980 when 52 Americans staff of its 
embassy in Tehran were being 
held hostage. 

U.S. President George Bush 
has' said he wants better relations 
with Tehran but Iran should first 
help release a dozen Western 
hostages held by pro-Iranian mili- 
tants in Lebanon. 

Khamenei, SI, said the basis of 
Iran’s diplomacy remained 
Khomeini's principle of “neither 
East, nor West” 

But after the developments in 
the Soviet Union and the fall of 
communism in Eastern Europe, 
foe principle meant “serious 
opposition to U.S. encroach- 
ments on the interests of the 
Muslim nation” and the new 
order Washington is setting op to 
serve its own interests, he said. 

Khamenei rejected analyses 
that Iran had abandoned the re- 
volutionary line of Khomeini, 
who died aged 86 after cancer 
surgery June 3, 1989. 

“I strongly declare that this 
very ploy testifies to foe helpless- 
ness of arrogance in confronting 
the Islamic revolution and to tbe 
continuation of bis holy path in 
the cradle of tbe new Islamic 
system,” he said. 


By Samis Nakhoul 
Reuter 

Beirut — Almost 350 hopefuls, 
ran g in g from veteran feudal war- 
lords to political newcomers with 
scant chance of success, have put 
their names forward for appoint- 
ment to 40 seats meant to breathe 
new fife into Lebanon's parlia- 
ment. 

Bnt many expect tittle to 
change because younger sons of 
leading families are expected to 
replace their dead fathers who 
had ruled Lebanon since inde- 
pendence in 1943. 

Nominations closed at mid- 
night Saturday for candidates to 
be appointed by the cabinet 
Wednesday pending fresh elec- 
tions once the country rids itself 
of foreign forces . 

The last parliamentary elec- 
tions were held in 1972, three 
years before the civil war began. 
The average age of foe surviving 
members is 67. 

The field also indudes the 
wives of three dead deputies, 
indnding Naela Muawad, widow 
of the late President Rene 
Muawad who was killed by a car 
bomb 17 days after taking office 
in November 1989. 

Some politicians have specu- 
lated dud a prime qualification 
for success could be a relationship 
to a dead deputy. 

Tbe vacancies, the first in 
Lebanon’s history to be filled by 
cabinet appointment, stem from 
the creation of nine new seats and 
die death or resignation of 31 
deputies in 19 years. 


Iraq frees 

German 

journalist 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq released 
Monday a German journalist who 
entered the country from Turkey 
last Wednesday and strayed out 
of the ’safe haven’ held by U.S. 
and allied forces. 

Elisabeth Schmidt, an Istanbul- 
based correspondent for the Ger- 
man radio network ARD and 
who freelances for the Frankfur- 
ter Rundschau and other papers 
in Germany, said she was picked 
up by Iraqi pofioe in a shared taxi 
on the outskirts of the northern 
city of Kirkuk. 

“Yon don’t need a visa to cross 
the border and I didn’t realise 
you couldn’t go so far,” foe told 
reporters. 

Schmidt, 33, said that after j 
interrogation in Kirknk she spent | 
a night in a Kirknk hotel and was | 
then brought to a Baghdad hotel 
for tbe last four nights. 

Sbe was not allowed to leave 
tbe hotel or contact her em- 
ployers or family 


Allies’ conditions complicate Iraqi people’s lives 


By Jonathan Wright 

Reuter 

BAGHDAD — President Sad- 
dam Hussein is in power to stay. 
Britain and tbe United States 
insist they will not relax sanctions 
until be goes. 

In the meantime foe Iraqis are 
suffering- Even those who sup- 
port the West’s wish President 
Saddam would step down see no 
further purpose in stopping Iraq 
from exporting its oil and buying 
food and medicines with the re- 
venue. 

Standards of living have been 
falling fast. Hundreds of 
thousands of Iraqis, possibly mfl- 
lions, depend on government food 
handouts at throw-away prices to 
keep them alive at subsistence 
levels. 

Industry is at a standstill. Sub- 
stitute goods are imported 
through Jordan at black market 


prices that only b winemnen tod 
the ruling elite can afford . 

The government blames the 
United States and its allies for the 
deadlock, saying the sanctions 
are an extension of die Golf war, 
which in Baghdad’s view was 
meant not merely to drive Iraqi 
forces out of Kuwait but to des- 
troy Iraq. 

Iraqi ministers say they have no 
intention of replacing foe presi- 
dent, especially under pressure 
from abroad, and insist be would 
sweep the board in any free and 
fair elections. 

“What gives yon die right to 
say who should be president of 
Iraq? Tbe people love him and 
trust turn. If they have the choice 
between suffering and surrender, 
they will choose suffering,” said 
Higher Education Minister 
Abdnl Razaq Hashhni. 

Foreign diplomats say Presi- 


dent Saddam has recovered from 
the debacle of Kuwait and the 
internal rebellions winch fol- 
lowed m March. No one in Iraq 
bcheves any rivals, in tbe army or 
the Baafo Party for example, are 
Kkdy to oust him in the fore s oc - 
abte future . 

Iraqis in the street, who 
throughout tbe Gulf crisis rarely 
showed hostility to foreigners, 
have started to ask them why the 
sanctions must continue. 

“Are we not human beings?... 
Why does President Bush bate 
die Iraqi people so much?” said 
civil servant Salem A1 Arabi. 

“They are punishing die peo- 
ple. Sommer is upon us and dis- 
eases have started to break out.T 
cannot understand what purpose 
tiie blockade serves,” Naama A1 
Naama, president of fee Iraqi Bar 
Association, told Reuters. 

Baghdad's official pr e s s has 


raised hopes that food contracts 
with foreign companies, which 
Iraq desperately needs to ease 
shortages and bring down prices, 
are in the pipeline. 

“A million tonnes of wheal for 
the next six months” a headline in 
the army newspaper Ai Qadisiya 
said Sunday referring to talks 
with foe Australian wheat board. 

But tbe Australian deal de- 
pends on a third country releasing 
Iraqi assets worth $155 million. 
Iraq has no assets in Australia. 

In theory, U.N. member gov- 
ernments have been allowed 
since early May to unfreeze Iraqi 
funds to finance purchases of 
food, medicine and other goods 
for humanitarian purposes. 

In practice, none have done so. 
“It looks like they are all waiting 
for foe first to move,” a U.N. 
official said. 

Most of the assets are in tbe 


United States, Britain, Japan and 
Switzerland — a group which 
includes the two countries most 
opposed to easing the pressure on 
the Iraqi government. 

A total end to tbe sanctions 
depends on Iraq complying with a 
long list of conditions on war repa- 
rations, nuclear, chemical and 
biological weapons, and foe re- 
turn of valuables taken from 
Kuwait during Iraq’s seven - 
month-long occupation. 

Iraq is cooperating with tire 
U.N. commissions enforcing the 
U.N. resolutions but Iraqis and 
diplomats in Baghdad wonder if 
compliance wil help Iraq ont of hs 
economic predicament. 

“It would be unjust to maintain 
the sanctions if the Iraqis do what 
the U.N. has stipulated. But the 
Americans and foe British say 
that’s what they intend to do,” 
said a diplomat from Eastern 


Europe. 

Apart from reducing many Ira- 
qis to subsistence, tbe sanctions 
are depriving Iraq or essential 
drugs for typhoid, of baby for- 
mate for infants and of chlorine 
to keep the waster supplies pore 
in the major cities. 

Relief organisations can bring 
in some amounts of these goods 
but only unfreezing Iraqi assets or 
allowing o3 sales can generate 
enough funds to pay for every- 
thing that is needed. 

The only good news for Iraqis 
this week was that tbe govern- 
ment had found $15 million with 
which to buy vegetables from 
Jordan. 

Tbe vegetables, too expensive 
for many poor people to buy on 
the free market, would be distri- 
buted through government shops 
at the cheapest price possible, foe 
semi-official newspaper Babil 
said Sunday. 


The Syrian-backed government 
contends that general elections to 
the 108-seat angle chamber 
legislature cannot be held until 
the whole country is under state 
control, 30 foreign forces and 
private armies cannot mfinenoe 
foe polls. _ 

The appointment of deputies is 
one proviaon of tbe Arab-backed 
Taif accord, which addresses pofr 
tical as. well as security problems 
in ending the civil war. 

The accord, drawn up. by Par- 
liament in Octorber 1989 and 
signed into law by the president 
in September test year, divides 
parliament equally between 
QwitHaim and Muslims. There 
were previously six Christian 
seats for every five muslims. 

Fosters of virtually unknown 
candidates are plastered on cars 
and walls in Beirut alongside 
members of Lebanon’s feudal 
elite. 

Prime Minister Omar Kara mi 
expected to replace his assassin- 
ated brother, was the first to 
register as a candidate. 

Other leading contenders are 
Drnze warlord Wafid Jumblatt, 
again to replace his assassinated 
tether, and Nabih Beni, leader of 
the Shi’ite Muslim Amal militia. 

Many of tbe 348 candidates 
have appeared cm television to 
present platforms ranging from 
improving roads and public ser- 
vices in the south to taming 
Lebanon into a vast arms factory 
to fight Israel. 

“ The big number of candidates 
is a good sign but a few of them 
are' crazy,” admits Information 
Minister Albert. Mansour. 


Some- candidates said they 
were standing to show support for 
tire nearest thing lehaaou has to a 
democratic -process. But they 
added they . had. Hrtie frope of 
win n i ng because rite seats would 
be filled by apposntte' .of foe 
traditional power brokers. - 

In addition to fondah warlords 
and rnffitia'chtete,. arifians'suefa 
as teachers, lawyers, engineers 
and doctors are standing. 

Samir Geagea, head ot the 
Christian Lebanese Rnces (LF) 
mSitte,isDOt^)lyabsentfromtiie 
warlords seeking a seat. 

Geagea rejected the appoint- 
ment of deputies on foe grounds 
that it is undemocratic^ Bnt foe 
LF ins put up- two candidates. 

France, a traditional aflyoffoe 
once-domxnant Christian Maro- 
nite community, has lopfidty 
criticised the. appointment irf de- 
puties fay calling last week for a 
Syrian w ith draw al frog Lebanon 
before general ejections^ . 

Syria, w h ich signed a wide- 
ranging cooperation treaty ‘with 
Lebanon test month, says it 
would not in terf e re. But political 
sources expect many seats to be 
pcBed by its dose allies. 

“We know, the appointment 
win take place anyway but we 
reject it becasue.it is an insolent 
violation of the rights of people ” 
said the LFs magazine AS Mas- 
sira Saturday. 

“We cannot but feel sorry for 
Lebanon. . .once the oasis for 
democracy and freedom,” said 
Massira, adding that since the 
Lebanese army took control of 
much Of die country last month 
then elections could be held. 


Iraq sends tanks 
Into Kurdish town 


BAGHDAD (R) — The Iraqi 
army has sent t anks into the 
Kurdish town of Sulaimantya af- 
ter gun battles between Iraqi 
security forces and gunmen 
assumed to be Kurdish peshmer- 
ga guerrillas, travellers from the 
town said Monday. 

At least one Kind was kitted 
Thursday and a group of some 30 
Kurds dumped his body in the 
grounds of a United Nations 
office in the town, apparently in 
tire hope of p rompting U.N. in- 
tervention, they said. 

Until a few days ago, foe Iraqi 
army had sent only lightly armed 
troops in Solannamya, mainly to 
protect government offices and 
personnel. 

Its armour was stationed on the 
southeast and western outskirts 
of tire town, which fen into Kur- 
dish rebel bands for one month 
np to early April. 

There have also been shooting 
incidents in Irbfl, the capital of 
foe Kurdish autonomous region, 
and Sunday hundreds of Kurds 


demonstrated in the town of 
Zakho to demand that allied 
forces should not withdraw from 
foe area. 

U.N. officials said tbe develop- 
ments in Kuitfistan were disturb- 
ing, espedafly as talks between 
the Kurdish leaders and the 
Baghdad government do not 
seem to have made any progress. . 

A Kurdish delegation led by 
Massoud Baxzani, head of the 
Kurdish Democratic Party, 
checked out of a Baghdad hotel 
nine days ago. It has not been seen 
since. _ 

An Iraqi ministry of informa- 
tion official said last Monday that 
the delegation was still in Bagh- 
dad, the talks were continuing 
and were making p ro g res s . 

The Baghdad press had not 
mentioned tbe talks for a week 
and Barzani’s colleague, Jalal 
Talabani of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan, said in a radio inter- 
view last week that negotiations 
were stalled over the borders of a 
new autonomous region. 


Accused Kuwaiti soldier: government negligent 


KUWAIT (R) — A former Kuwaiti soldier on trial for alleged 
collaboration with tbe Iraqi occupation army accused the emi- 
rate’s authorities Monday of telling to protect the country against 
foe invaders. “The government did not cany out its duties, 
protect tbe nation and prepare foe armed forces, Farag Nassar, 
bearded and wearing a blue thobe (robe) told foe martial tew 
court. “The government gave half the armed forces leave 
although it knew that Iraq was massing troops on the border for a 
month,” said Nassar who, like tire bulk of the .Kuwaiti armed 
forces rank-and-file, is a stateless Arab. He is charged with aiding 
the Iraqis and weakening the morale of Kuwaitis during Iraq’s 
seven-month occupation. 
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DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


BnOetaatppBed by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 

Further drop in temperature is ex- 
pected and winds will be noitbwestcify 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds wiB be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

Min ./max. leap. 

Amman 12/28 

Aqaba 2Q/3S’ 

Deserts 12/31 

Ionian Valley 19/34 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 26. Aqaba 33. Hamdity readings: 
Amman 29 per cent. Aqaba 18 per 
cent. 
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Investigation continues into 
biggest smuggling operation 
in eastern Jordanian desert 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A spokesman 
for the Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) Monday said that 
investigation was continuing into 
the aborted smuggling of nearly 
160 kilogrammes of hashish near 
the border with Iraq, Syria and 
Saudi Arabia, one day after the 
police announced busting the op- 
eration. 

“We are still looking into the 
matter and cannot disclose where 
the hashish came from and where 
it was going," the spokesman 
-said. 

The PSD said Sunday that bor- 
der police patrols aborted what 
was termed as the biggest smug- 
gling operation yet in the eastern 
desert region of the Kingdom 
following a 40-kilometre chase in 
the desert and an exchange of lire 
with the smugglers. 

Many nomadic tribes live in the 
uncharted area, a haven for 
smugglers, and often move be- 
tween Jordan, Iraq, Saudi Arabia 
and Syria to graze their cattle. 


Drug abuse is virtually un- 
known in Jordan, but dealers use 
the Kingdom to transport hash- 
ish, heroin and other drugs to 
third countries. 

A spokesman for the Customs 
Department in Amman said that 
an anti-smuggling patrol from the 
border police units seized 884 
packets of hashish from the smug- 
glers who used several vehicles in 
their illegal operation, capturing 
all those involved. 

The patrol did not reveal the 
number or the nationality of the 
smugglers. 

The spokesman said that bor- 
der police had to exchange tire 
with the smugglers and to chase 
them in the Jordanian desert be- 
fore capturing them and im- 
pounding their vehicles. 

The spokesman did not dis- 
close when the abortive operation 
took place. 

According to the same spokes- 
man, customs officials in the east- 
ern regions of the Kingdom stop- 


ped smugglers bringing into the 
country 12.000 heads of sheep, 
for which they have to pay JD 
144,000, and 50 tonnes of copper, 
for which they must pay JD 
60.000 in duty and fines. 

The spokesman again failed to 
say when these operations took 
place. 

The spokesman said last week 
that the customs officials at the 
Ramtha border post seized the 
following illicit merchandise 
which they found in secret com- 
partments of a number of vehicles 
entering the Kingdom: 4,640 
kilogrammes of hashish, 50 gram- 
mes of heroin, 97,000 captagon 
pills, 875 wrist watches. In addi- 
tion, the spokesman said, the 
police at the Ramtha border post 
seized two other kilogrammes of 
heroin from another group of 
smugglers in the past week. 

In July last year, an army 
patrol shot dead four armed men 
when they tried to infiltrate into 
Jordanian territory from Syria. 


1,980 crimes committed in April 


AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 
1,980 small and major crimes 
were committed in Jordan daring 
April 1991, registering 393 more 
than those committed in the same 
month of last year; 78.6 per cent 
of the crimes were discovered and 
handled by the police, according 
to a statistical bulletin issued by 
the Criminal Investigations Divi- 
sion at the Public Security De- 
partment (PSD) Monday. 

Of these, the bulletin said, 
1,609 crimes were committed by 
minors. 

Tbe increase in the number of 
crimes over those of April 1990. 
the bulletin noted, were in thefts 
and mugging, while robberies 
accounted for nearly 33 per cent 
of the total number of crimes. 

Tbe bulletin noted that Am- 
man witnessed the highest rate of 
crimes, accounting for 886, fol- 
lowed by Irbid with 316 and 


Baiqa Covemorate with 137, tbe 
rest occurred in Karak, Maan, 
Zarqa, Badia, Aqaba. Tafileh. 
Mafraq and Madaba. 

A total of 571 persons, includ- 
ing 13 women, 66 foreigners, 
mostly Egyptians. Filipinos, Sri 
Lankans, and Syrians, were in- 
volved in these robberies last 
April, the bulletin pointed out. 

Nearly 29 per cent of those 
involved in the robberies were 
aged between 18 and 27, while 
nearly 25 per cent of the rest of 
tbe robberies were committed by 
unemployed persons, the bulletin 
added. 

It said that the robbers had 
their eyes on cash money and 
jewellery, with very few stealing 
pieces of furniture and electrical 
appliances; fewer persons special- 
ised in stealing animak and birds 
as well as auto spare parts. 


According to the PSD state- 
ment, April witnessed the occurr- 
ence of six murders, against seven 
in tbe same month of last year, 
but it noted that ail the murders, 
three of which occurred in Am- 
man, were discovered. 

Tbe murderers were six people, 
two of them women, including a 
Sri Lankan, the bulletin ex- 
plained. It said there were nine 
cases of attempted murder last 
April, compared to 14 in April of 
1990. 

Of April's crimes, there were 
25 suicide attempts, resulting 
mostly from family disputes, and 
there were 64 crimes related to 
imm oral behaviour, against 46 in 
the same month of the last year. 

The bulletin noted that April 
witnessed 32 firing incidents re- 
sulting in die death of four per- 
sons and the injury of 12 others. 


Glass factory chief, workers give 
conflicting accounts to visiting minister 


MAAN — Minister of Industry 
and lYade Ziad Fariz Monday 
inspected the glass factory near 
Maan and heared die workers’ 
complaints about die obstacles, 
which, they said, were responsi- 
ble for the decline in production. 

• The minister first heard a 
general production report from 
the factory Director Fariri Obeid 
who said that the factory pro- 
duced nearly 60 tonnes of plain 
and tinted glass per day. 

Mr. Obeid said last year’s pro- 
duction registered a drop, 
reaching only 10,000 tonnes, 
largely due to outdated equip- 
ment used in production. 

His views were countered by 
Khaled Zaber Shwciter, chair- 
man of a workers 1 committee, 
who said tbe quality of glass 
declined due to the employment 
of sand instead of dolomite, with 
the results that the factory sus- 
tained JD 500,000 in losses. 

Mr. Shweiter also said that 
production was brought to a hah 
for some tune because of a series 
of faulty machines. He said that 
continued changes of plans by the 
supervisors and lack of coopera- 


tion between the factory director 
and the workers as well as the 
lack of a proper laboratory to test 
the materials and the lade of 
proper safety measures for work- 
ers have contributed to tbe pre- 
sent situation. 

Mr. Shweiter demanded that 
the factory ensure proper housing 
for the workers, who he said. 
Should get overtime and shift 
allowances. He also said the 
workers, should have a health 
insurance scheme, with a special 
ambulance to provide immediate 
medical services, and other mea- 
sures that would improve their 
living conditions. 

Mr. Shweiter told tbe minister 
that the factory management had 
bought an automatic gtas cutter, 
for JD 250,000, some time ago, 
but it was never put into use. 

He also complained that due to 
the lade of proper occupational 
safety conditions many of the 
workers sustained injuries, some 
serious, causing permanent dis- 
ability. 

Mr. Shweiter urged the minis- 
ter to help improve working con- 
ditions at the glass factory and to 


stop execesses. which, he said, 
might cause the total collapse of 
the glass factory on which 270 
families depend for a living. 

In contrast, Mr. Obeid made a 
statement last March, giving a 
bright picture about the condi- 
tions in the factory and noting 
that most the production was 
being marketed in Tunisia, 
Libya. Yemen, Egypt and Sudan, 
with Egypt importing up to 40 per 
cent of die total amounts of tinted 
glass. 

Mr. Obeid, however, admit- 
ted, that tbe factory sustained 
losses last year as a result of the 
losses of the Gulf markets and the 
embargo imposed on Iraq and 
Jordan, during the crisis, which 
prevented the factory from ex- 
porting products or importing 
raw materials. 

According to Mr. Obeid’s 
March statement, the factory 
made a JD 1.5 million profit in 
1989, and this year was hope that 
it would make a bigger profit. But 
he said that die factory last year 
sold glass for an estimated JD 4 
million, down from JD 5 million 
on average in the previous years. 


UNDP continues support of 
programmes for the deaf 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations Development Program- 
me (UNDP) Monday announced 
the completion of a project for 
the establishment and improve- 
ment of programmes for the deaf. 
- For the just completed project, 
UNDP brought Dr. Robert 
Moulton to Jordan to train a 
group of pre-school teachers of 
deaf children. 

Previous projects included a 
sign lan guag e interpreter training 
programme and assistance in 
planning for a model pre-school 
for deaf children. 

Dr. Moulton is the associate 
vice president for research! and 
dean of graduate studies at 
t amar University in Beaumont, 
Texas. Dr. Moulton has been 


working with programmes for the 
deaf since 1968 and has had inter- 
national deaf education experi- 
ence in China and Mexico as well 
as Jordan. 

Dr. Moulton arrived in Jordan 
on May 16 and has been busy 
training a group of 23 pre-school 
teachers of the deaf at the 
National Speech and Hearing 
Center. Dr. Moulton explains 
that although pre-schools for the 
deaf are rare or non-existent in 
tbe Arab World, they are critical 
for language and academic de- 
velopment of deaf children. He 
notes that Al Ibtisam Model Pre- 
school for the Deaf, located at Al 
Raja School for the Deaf, has 
recently been constructed and 
will have its first dass of pre- 
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school deaf children this fell. 

Dr. Moulton said that thanks 
to tbe United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme and other 
cooperating agencies, program- 
mes for the deaf in Amman have 
tbe potential to become models 
for foe region. 

Ms. Manai Hamzeh, directress 
of the National Speech and Hear- 
ing Center, said that. Dr. Moul- 
ton would propose in a meeting 
on June 4th in New York a 
five-year plan which will consist 
of teacher training programmes, 
deaf leadership programmes and 
interpreting training programmes 
sign language documentation 
progra mmes and T.V. program- 
mes produced by and for foe 
deaf. 
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Women 
activists 
could face 
Military 
Court 


By lynm Qadamani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — At least 15 members 
of foe former women federation 
in Jordan could be facing trial at 
the Military Court for holding 
illegal gatherings, creating public 
disturbance and uttering curses 
against a Ministry of Soda! De- 
velopment committee entrusted 
with supervising new federation 
elections. 

The new development, which is 
linked to a long-standing dispute 
between the federation members 
and the Ministry of Social De- 
velopment, came about Monday 
when the prosecutor general 
asked the Court of Appeals to 
refer the whole issue to the Milit- 
ary Court, which, he said, is the 
sole authority responsible for 
handling such issues. 

The Court of First Instance, 
which earlier had dealt with the 
case of the 15 women, ruled that 
they were innocent and that such 
disturbance was expected in 
any election atmosphere. But the 
prosecutor general insisted that 
foe case go to the Military Court 
which has not yet decided on any 
proceedings. 

Former Minister of Soda! De- 
velopment Abdul Majid Shrideh, 
who appointed the committee to 
supervise the federation’s elec- 
tion, sued the 15 women for 
improper behaviour towards gov- 
ernment employees and the First 
Instance Court examined the case 
in April this year. 

Court officials here said that 
there was no word yet on 
whether the Court of Appeals 
would refer the case to the Milit- 
ary Court. 

Tbe members of foe previous 
board of the women federation 
had earlier sent an appeal to 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
calling for the abrogation of the 
elections organised by foe Minis- 
try of Social Development 
through a specially appointed ex- 
ecutive committee and claimed 
that those elections were illegal. 

The women said that new elec- 
tions should take place free of 
any influence now that the High- 
er Court of Justice had ruled on 
Jan. 27 that the previous elec- 
tions, held on Aug. 27 of last 
year, were null and void. 

Tbe dispute involved secular 
and Islamic groups who have 
been fiercely competing for the 
domination of the women federa- 
tion in Jordan. 

The memorandum to the prime 
minister charged that tbe Minis- 
try of Social Development and 
the executive committee it had 
appointed were delaying foe im- 
plementation of the court’s ver- 
dict in a bid to contest the bye- 
laws of the federation and dep- 
rive independent members of 
their voting rights. 

However, tbe ministry said in a 
letter published in Al Ra’i daily 
recently that the elections were 
only pending the settlement of 
certain administrative matters 
and that foe elections wonid be 
held in due course. 

Exhibition 

marks 

anniversaries 


AMMAN (Petra) — As part of 
the Kingdom's celebrations of the 
, Independence Day, the Army Day 
, and the Great Arab Revolt 
anniversary, a comprehensive 
national book exhibition was 
j opened Monday at the Royal 
l Cultural Centre (RCC). 

The eleven-day exhibition dis- 
plays publications by the Ministry 
of Culture and Youth in addition 
to publications by local pub- 
| -fishing bouses and Al Al Bait 
Foundations. 


Queen meets Arab- Americans in Washington 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On the final 
leg of her working visit to the 
United States, Her Majesty 
Queen Noor met in Washington, 
D.C., with representatives of 
Arab-American organisations 
and exchanged views on ways to 
promote understanding between 
the Arab and American peoples 
and was briefed on their activi- 
ties. The Queen also attended a 
reception by the Jordanian com- 
munity in Washington, D.C., 
celebrating Jordan’s Independ- 
ence Day. 

The Queen met with the heads 
and staff of a number of relief and 
aid organisations who serve in 


Jordan. At foe American Red 
Cross, the Queen — who 
together with His Majesty King 
Hussein, is the honorary co- 
president of the Jordanian Red 
Crescent — discussed with its 
president, Elizabeth Dole, sup- 
port to Jordan during the Gulf 
crisis as well as means of future 
cooperation with the Red Cres- 
cent. 

Queen Noor and the accom- 
panying delegation met with the 
International Task Force, an in- 
dependent coalition of 132 pri- 
vate voluntary organisations that 
provide humanitarian assistance 
to developing countries. The 


Queen explained Jordan’s and 
the region's difficult socio- 
economic circumstances in the 
wake of the Gulf war and thank- 
ed foe task force for their assist- 
ance to Jordan and the evacuees, 
which included development, re- 
fugee and resettlement, assist- 
ance as well as disaster relief. 

Queen Noor visited the Amer- 
ican Near East Refugee Aid 
(ANERA). the principal U.S. 
voluntary agency that prorides 
humanitarian assistance to 
Palestinians in the West Bank. 
Gaza Strip, Lebanon and Jordan 
in the areas of agriculture, health 


care, education and social de- 
velopment. The Queen explained 
the difficult conditions of Palesti- 
nians living under Israeli occupa- 
tion and expressed appreciation 
for ANERA 's role in alleviating 
the suffering of the Palestinians 
and in helping to upgrade their 
quality of life. ANERA ’s most 

recent work in foe West Bank has 
been with the Agricultural 
Marketing Information Centre in 
Amman, which will provide the 
West Bank and Gaza with market 

information related to foe Arab 
World to help market their agri- 
cultural produce. 


Japan intends to expand ties with Jordan — envoy 


By Nur Sari 

SpedaJ to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Japanese Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Tadayuki 
Nonoyama Monday expressed 
Japan’s intention to expand its 
assistance in a number of fields 
in foe country as well as bol- 
stering Japanese- Jordanian re- 
lations. 

As part of Japan's intentions 
to enhance its relations with 
Jordan, Japanese delegations 
have been arriving in foe coun- 
try to discuss ties between foe 
two nations. The ambassador 
said that Japan was exerting all 
efforts to bring its people to 
visit the Kingdom. 

Earlier this week, a 
Japanese parliamentary de- 
legation arrived in Jordan to 
discuss means of enhancing bi- 
lateral ties. During the discus- 
sions. Crown Prince Hassan, 
stressed foe importance of 
Asia in maintaining world 
security and economic stabil- 
ity. 

According to Mr. 
Nonoyama, ’’Jordanian- 
Japanese relations have been 
very cordial, but we hope that 
these relations would again ex- 
pand, mainly regarding the ex- 
change of persons.” He ex- 
plained that he would like to 
have more Jordanians coming 
to Japan. 

Japan values Jordan be- 
cause, according to Mr. 
Nonoyama, King Hussein is 
very much liked and respected 
among the Japanese public and 
“we regard Jordan as the key 
country for the Middle East 
stability and for the solution of 
foe Palestinian issues as well as 
foe Arab-Israeli conflict.” 

Mr. Nonoyama believes that 
Japan's assistance to Jordan 
has helped stabilise tbe eco- 
nomy as well as contribute to 
the stability of the region. 
“Aside from political relations. 


we are hoping to expand in 
other fields such as foe cultural 
and business sectors,” he said. 
As far as foe economic and 
business aspects are con- 
cerned, he continued, “my 
country will continue economic 
cooperation with Jordan." 

In terms of technical coop- 
eration, the ambassador said 
that there were eight Japanese 
experts working in Jordan and 
29 Japanese volunteers in va- 
rious departments. 

Mr. Nonoyama intends to 
expand on this as well. “We 
have just established a 
Japanese International Cor- 
poration Agency (JICA) office 
wheieby we are sending 
Japanese experts to Jordan and 
receiving Jordanian trainees 
and students to train in various 
technical fields.” 

A computer centre is in the 
process of being built. Its main 
objective would be to train 
students from Jordan and 
other Arab countries. “As 
soon as the building is finished, 
at the end of the summer, we 
will send three experts along 
with equipment for the cen- 
tre,'’ Mr. Nonoyama said. 

On the business level, be- 
cause of foe economic situation 
in the country and the region 
as a whole, present business 
activities are limited, according 
to tbe ambassador. But he sees 
some “potential.” 

One aspect of Japan's plans 
is to increase the' number of 
tourists visiting Jordan. On 
other developments, there is a 
project currently in the plan- 
ning stage, of establishing a 
fertiliser factory. “The joint 
venture would involve combin- 
ing the three raw materials 
needed to manufacture fertilis- 
er and export it to Japan and 
other Asian countries,” Mr. 
Nonoyama explained. 

Hie ambassador also ex- 
pressed hope of expanded 
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Tadayuki Nonoyama 

cultural ties. “At the moment, 
we provide scholarships to two 
or three students. We used to 
have at least three to four 
Japanese students studying in 
Jordan. We hope to enhance 
these activities,” he said. 
There is also expectancy of 
establishing a Japanese study 
centre at the University of Jor- 
dan. “If this generates interest, 
then we will form this centre so 
that Jordanians can learn the 
Japanese language and its cul- 
ture among other things,” Mr. 
Nonoyama told the Jordan 
Times. “We intend to donate 
audio-visual equipment to Jor- 
dan Television and tbe Minis- 
try of Education.” 

As Japan has been acknow- 
ledged as the biggest contribu- 
tor to the world at large, Mr. 
Nonoyama stated that major 
assistance to Jordan has been 
providing help to the Palesti- 
nian refugees. “Our general 
contribution has been to the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) 
which receives SlO million each 
year for its activities,”, foe 
ambassador told the Jordan 
Times. Japan has also contri- 
buted around $70-$80 million 


for food supplies. Other con- 
tributions include $20 million 
per year to UNRWA. 

"We are putting great emph- 
asis on foe development of 
human resources, for educa- 
tion and vocational training for 
the younger people,” the 
ambassador said. 

In tbe West Bank, a com- 
munin' centre was set up in 
response to a request related to 
the development of human re- 
sources. In order to attain eco- 
nomic and social development 
in foe West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, a Japan ese-Palestinian 
fond was set up through the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). “So far 
we donated $7.1 million since 
19SS,” Mr. Nonoyama said. 

Japan recently donated $700 
million to Jordan as an aid 
package; some of foe amount 
would be used for Jordanian 
and Palestinian returnees from 
the Gulf countries. Japan 
hopes to continue expanding 
ties in the economic, business, 
cultural and political domains. 
“We would like to help in 
solving the Middle East issue,” 
the ambassador said. 

Last week, Japan's Foreign 
Minister Taro Nakayama vi- 
sited Iran, Egypt and Israel. 
The foreign minister urged the 
Israelis to comply with the 
Security Council resolutions 
242 and 338 and specifically 
urged the Israelis to withdraw 
from the occupied territories. 
The foreign minister also re- 
quested Israel to stop the Jew- 
ish settlements in the occupied 
territories and .to take a more 
positive attitude towards solv- 
ing the conflict. 

Japan’s stand vis-a-vis the 
Palestinian issue is that the 
problem should be solved on 
the basis of resolutions 242 and 
338. Japan also supports foe 
establishment of a Palestinian 


Report says waste water 
from factories still contaminated 


Israelis 


ZARQA (J.T.) — A certain per- 
centage of water flowing out from 
factories and companies located 
within the Zarqa River basin and 
into the Zarqa River, that feeds 
the King Talal Dam, contains 
bacterial and chemical pollutants, 
according to a report by foe 
Public Safety Committee in Zar- 
qa. 

A co mini tie spokesman said 
that a total of 9,616 cubic metres 
of waste water containing the 
pollutants flows daily into foe 
Zarqa River, further raising foe 
level of pollution in foe dam’s 
water. 

The spokesman made the state- 
ment three days after the commit- 
tee embarked on daily inspection 
tours to ensure that the factories 
abide by foe regulations. 

He said that a total of 36 
factories and companies are lo- 
cated with in foe basin and many 
of them do not abide by regula- 
tions, and have not yet adhered 
to Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 
ran 's directives to instal equip- 
ment for foe treatment of waste 
water. 

The spokesman said that the 
names of the companies not com- 
plying with the regulations would 
be published as soon as foe com- 
mittee has completed its task. 

Tbe spokesman said that it was 
enlisting the assistance of govern- 


ment laboratories in the course of 
testing samples of water flowing 
our from the factories. 

According to the spokesman, 
nine of the factories are already 
linked to the waste water treat- 
ment plants, some others pass on 
foe waste water into a large pool 
where later the water evaporates 
and tbe residues treated, while 
others were found to be recycling 
the treated waste water for irri- 


gating trees. 

The spokesman warned that 
the factories which “continue to 
pursue their unorthodox ways of 
disposing of waste risk being 
closed down." 

The stringent measures con- 
cerning control over the waste 
water followed an outcry by the 
Jordan Valley farmers who 
claimed they had sustained JD 60 
million in damages to their crops. 


Jordan to get 5m Kuwaiti dinars 
for development projects 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Man- 
ama based Arab Fund for Econo- 
mic and Social Development 
(AFESD) has granted Jordan a 
five million Kuwaiti dinar loan to 
be channelled to foe Industrial 
Development Bank (XDB) in 
Amman in order to help finance 
development projects in the 
Kingdom. 

The terms of foe loan agree- 
ment was signed by foe IDB 
Director-General Taher Kanaan 
and tbe AFESD Director- 
General and board Chairman 
Abdul Latif Ahmad. 

The agreement was also signed 
by Jordan’s charge d’affaires to 
Bahrain Hassan Juameh because 
the loan will be under guarantee 
from the Jordanian government. 

The loan, which carries a 4.5 


per cent interest, is to be paid 
over 17 years with a five year 
grace period, according to foe 
agreement. 

Ad IDB spokesman said that 
foe loan would be used between 
1991 and 1994 to contribute to the 
development of industrial and 
tourist sectors and technical ser- 
vices in Jordan. 

The IDB will channel the loan 
into a number of investment pro- 
jects in the country, foe agree- 
ment said. 

With the new loan to Jordan, 
foe AFESD will have granted 
Jordan 100 million Kuwaiti dinars 
that benefited the agricultural, 
irrigation, industrial, electricity, 
water and transport and telecom- 
munications sectors. 


(Continued from page 1) 


Hostages 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq Al Shara said Monday 
foal Israel would help gain free- 
dom for 12 Western hostages in 
Lebanon if it withdrew from 
south Lebanon and released 
Arab prisoners. 

“The Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon would help." Shara told 
reporters when asked about pros- 
pects for freedom for the Western 
hostages, some of whom have 
been held for more than five 
year. 

“The Israeli release of the 
Lebanese and Palestinian prison- 
ers who have been taken from 
Lebanon would also be of great 
importar.ee,” he added. 

Shara was commenting after a 
ceremony in which Lebanon and 
Syria put into effect a treaty 
binding them closer together. 

"Let everyone understand: 
those rejecting it (the accord) 
can’t read history, geography and 
the treaty or lure evil to Lebanon 
and Syria." Shara said shortly 
before the Israeli raid. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

King honours outgoing envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Monday confer- 
red Al Istiqlal Medal of tbe First Order on Austrian Ambassador 
to Jordan Franz Pemegger who is ending his tour of duty in 
Jordan. Tbe medal, which was presented to the ambassador at a 
lunch party by Foreign Minister Taher Al Masri, was in 
appreciation of his important services to foe Kingdom’s relations 
with Austria. 

Archaeologists to visit site 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Director of foe Department of Antiquities 
Safwan Al Tal and a group from the French Embassy will Tuesday 
visit Khirbet Al Darih, an archaeological site that has been 
excavated by a 20-member team of French and Jordanian 
archaeologists. The site, which lies not far from the Nabaten city 
of Petra, is believed to have also been built by Nabateans. Mr. Tal 
Monday paid an inspection visit to foe Irtrid Govemorate where 
.be inspected museums and excavation sites. 
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Letters and trump cards 


THE mod) publicised letters of U.S. President George Bosh 
to Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir ostensibly prodding them to accept 
UJS. Secretary of State James Baker’s peace proposals may 
suggest that Washington views both Damascus and Tel Aviv 
as equally responsible tor the stalemate in the peace process. 
On closer look, however, the Syrian posfthm on the terms 
and conditions of the peace process Is in no way comparable 
with Israel's. The Syrians, as i nd eed all the other Arab 
parties to die Arch-hraefi conflict, caB for anmnace* that 
the r elevant U.N. S ecu ri ty Co a ncB Resolutions 242 and 338 
wffl be bnpfesaeutcd at the end of the day. The Arab 
insistence that the VJS. has a place in the quest far a 
permanent and Just settlement hi the MUMfa Eari happens 
to correspond aba with the wish of the I nter n stt u n al 

negotiate la good faith and on the hosts of fafanH— I 
legitimacy- When the European countries w Japan mharit 
that they too want to be a party to penoe effaris In addMSon 
to the presence of the two superpowers, thh reque st 
corres p onds fa l l hfh B y with the Arab posture. On the other 
side of the cola, the btsdf giwwornf seeks to (fluro the 
procee din gs refuted to the peace csnftnrnrr from the 
watchfal eyes of the world in a bid to conceal 1 1 from the 
scrutiny of the comity of nations. Td Aviv's avowed aha of 
course as to get away with Its own iatrrprrtnftna of 
Resotations 242 and 398 by suggesting that the construction 
of these U.N. dedsaous Is indeed ap to the parties nod not to 
the international community as reflected in 242 and 338. 

Nevertheless the two-pronged U.S. s tra teg y to target both 
Syria and Israel equally for a more active involvement in the 
peace process may be vindicated only if the contents of the 
two Bush letters are fundamentally different. 

There is little that is known about the substance of the 
U.S. president's communication with the Syrian and Israeli 
leaders even though the ntemate arm in both situations is to 
prod both countries to move on with the search for peace in 
the area by allaying their respective fears and suspicions. 
What remains is to gauge bow persuasive Mr. Bush has been 
in his new effort to salvage Mr. Baker’s initiative from the 
doom and gloom that seem to await iL If the American 
president Ms hi this one then there wffl be tittle hope of 
resurrecting the s ecreta r y of state's efforts to resolve the 
fttoflaiaa problem. Whrt comes next b open to capfaac- 
tnre although there fa a wide r o asemm that eatwfam oa 
both sides of the fence wffl Bad in the litirU of peace efforts 
a vt «7 fertile cflmate for growth and pro Bfers ti ou . la tarn 
all the talk about the new order hi the teghm would become 
a mirage never to materiatise or take root. In the final 
analysb what wmdd make or break the chirrs of the new 
order is the degree to which Washington's doat corid be 
translated into operational deeds. As long as the strongest 
nation on earth keeps on hammering the point that it wffl 
not pressure Israel to accommodate the o v erwhe l ming 
yearning for peace in this part of the world, it would in 
effect foresake its trump card before the hand is dealt to the 




AL RA’I Monday compared Washington’s stand towards die 
Gulf crisis and the situation in Lebanon on the one hand and its 
attitude towards the Middle East issue on the other. The U.S. 
defence secretary has announced that Washington can only play 
the role of a mediator, and would never impose peace on tin 
parties involved in the Middle East issue, said the paper. The 
paper noted that Washington Ad not exercise the role of a 
mediator in the Gulf and the Lebanese questions, but sent in 
troops to deal with the situation by itself although in both 
instances the United Nations Security Council had issued perti- 
nentresohrtions. In the Lebanese and the Gulf issues Washington 
sent its troops and took action to prevent the Arab countries from 
containing these issues but in the Middle East issue, the U.S. 
president sufficed himself with issuing one initiative after another 
without taking any practical step to end the conflict, the paper 
noted. By issuing his initiative to disarm the Middle East, 
President Bush hoped to find a way out of the present djlgmau 
facing Washington caused by Israel's outright rejection of the 
Baker's plan, the paper noted. The paper also expressed the view 
that the U.S. -Israeli strategic alliance is not only limit ed to 
maintaining Israel’s military superiority over the Arab World, but 
rather to ensure Israel's continued expansionist policies in the 
Arab region. We have no doubt that the United States and its 
Western allies together with Israel are able to impose their unjust 
solution on the Arabs. But, the paper said, we dare ask whether 
such solution can contribute positively towards creating the 
so-called new world order which is supposed to be fair to all 
nations. 


A columnist in Al Dnstnsr daily discusses the question of factories 
which continue to dump waste and untreated water in the Zaraa 
river and at the same time escape retribution. Mohammad Daoad 
says that Jordan television two days ago presented a grim picture 
of the situation showing that most of the factories are not abiding 
by the public safety regulation concerning the disposal of waste 
and that the water flowing to the Eng Talai Dam continues to be 
polluted. The writer notes that the factories require more 
three months in order to install proper equipment that can do the 
job and ensure proper treatment of the waste water; and for this 
reason, and as long the contaminated water continues the flow 
towards the King Tala! Dam, crops irrigated with die water are 
bound to continue to sustain damage no 1ms tha t the dan-mgr 
sustained by crops in the winter season, the writer notes. He says 
that any delay in installing the proper treatment equipment can do 
hann to the national economy which largely depends on the 
agricultural sector. The writer calls on the government not only to 
help end this source of disaster, but also to refrain from issuing 
any licences for new factories before studying all the requirements 
of public health safety of any factory, and also urges the 
government to maintain strict control over the operating factories 
to reduce to a minimum the level of cont aminati on to river water. 


€»overBiME@fvt 7 journalists bear equal 


By Waked Sadi 


HIS Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan’s keynote 
speech Thursday to the IPS 
Council on Information and 
Communication for Interna- 
tional Development in Rome is 
a must reading to all those who 
take interest in journalism and 
journalistic practices especially 
in the Third World. It was a 
magnificent discourse on the 
role of the press and the qualifica- 
tions of those who serve it. 
After arguing forcefully in sup- 
port of a “New Older to 
Understanding” of Third 
World societies. Prince Hassan 
went on to spell out the heavy 
burdens that lie on the shoul- 
ders of journalists from these 
countries. Above all, the 
Crown Prince reminded Third 
World journalists, “we are not 
only Arabs and Jews, Muslims 
and Christians, Jordanians and 
Israelis. We are citizens of die 
same planetry ship, creatures 
who may have had a different 
past but who certainly share a 
common future.” 
ft is in this very setting that 
journalists from the Arab and 
Muslim worlds need to conduct 
their mission. With this pers- 


pective in mind they must be- 
gin to reflect, analyse and pass 
judgments. Often peoples of 
the world, developed and 
underdeveloped, lose sight of 
these cardinal propositions 
which causes them to engage in 
quarrels and rivalries that are 
conceived in bigotry, and re- 
duced to caricatures and 
stereotypes. And as home sa- 
piens go on pursuing their 
short sighted and immediate 
goals unperturbed and uncon- 
scious of more sublime pur- 
suits, greater and more pro- 
found issues loom in the hori- 
zon, the Crown Prince 
cautioned. Global warming, 
the loss of species, deforesta- 
tion, future water supplies for 
ten billion people will surely 
dominate the agenda of the 
next century, the Crown Prince 
said. In the same vein. Prince 
Hassan warned against the 
spread of state-sponsored en- 
vironmental terrorism as well 
as food and wzter terrorism, 
which he feels may threaten 
global security and stability at 
the turn of the century and 
beyond. 

The Crown Prince also clas- 
sified many Arab and Third 
World journalists as being 


woefully inadequate especially 
in their coverage of domestic 
issues. Some of them, he 
asserted, tend to be little more 
than government propagan- 
dists, “afraid to bite the hand 
that feeds them.” 

“Some media bosses,” 
Prince Hassan went on to say, 
“see their business only as a 
lucrative venture,” while 
“others are power hungry 
aspirants to political elitism" 
seeking proximity to the centre 
of power-. 

These thought-provoking 
observations, no doubt require 
a fuller debate and discussion. 
For while one cannot always 
blame governments for all such 
ills in the profession of journal- 
ism in the Third World, one 
cannot concurrently absolve 
such governments from all re- 
sponsibility in promoting such 
expediency in journalism. 
Many of the barons of journal- 
ism in the developing world 
were reared and nurtured by 
regimes that promoted un- 
democratic rule for decades on 
end. Only in a democratic set- 
ting and a free environment 
there can be hope to address 
these fatal flaws in the conduct 
of journalists and journalism. 


One must not lose sight of the 
fact that many would-be objec- 
tive and responsible journalists 
ended op in the jails of the 
Thud World countries simply 
for trying to be what we aspire 
them to be. This does not free 
the press society from the re- 
sponsibility to wage ware on 
the tyrannical tendencies in 
their countries and oppose 
their mansions on their do- 
main. Being “a key element in 
a pluralistic system of checks, 
balances and accountability," 
they could have won the battle 
against despotism in then- 
countries bad they mastered 
the techniques of honest and 
objective journalism and pur- 
sued them responsibly and 
courageously. The people of 
Jordan witnessed in the last 
few years bow old journalist 
barons were jettisoned, not 
only be popular demand but 
also in cooperation with the 
central government of tbe 
country. It takes a wise lead- 
ership to nurture democratic 
rule in the country, and prom- 
ote free and responsible press. 
Without these trends, positive 
journalistic reporting would 
have no chance to see the light 
of the day. 


Turkey faces difficult 


n policy options 


By S&freea BosSst 


ONE of the countries whkh had a 
sharp profile (hiring the Gulf cri- 
sis was Turkey. Indeed, given its 
long borders with Iraq and Rs 


membership in NATO, Turkey 
cookl hardly have kept out of it. 
Nevertheless, the zeal and open 
publicity with which Turkey — 
or, more accurately, its president, 
Mr. Taigut Ozal — threw in its 
lot with tbe coalition against Iraq 
was a new phenomenon m mod- 
ern Turkish diplomacy. 


The legacy of Kemaf 


Historically, Turkey's regional 
diplomacy has been guided by 
two key Keraalist principles: de- 
veloping and maintaining rela- 
tions with its neighbours which, if 
not always friendly, are at least 
not antagonistic; and avoiding 
entanglement in disputes that do 
not directly and immediately 
affect Turkey’s security and well- 
being. 

Tbe Kemahst philosophy of 
Turkey’s foreign relations was 
influenced by two underlying 
concerns and by the a spirati ons of 
post-imperial Turkey — namely, 
to shed ite Ottoman past and heal 
rifts with Iran and the . Arab 
World; and topoint Turkey in the 
direction of Europe. 

During tbe l95Us and '60s, Tur- 
key became involved in such Mid- 
dle East security arrangements as 
tbe Baghdad Pact and its succes- 
sor, the Central Treaty Organisa- 
tion (CENTO). Early on, Turkey 
also recognised Israel, and tbe 
two have since maintained close 
ties. Yet largely because of the 
cautious and low-key style of its 
diplomacy, Turkey managed to 
maintain reasonable relations 
with nearly afl Arab states and 
avoided any significant Arab 
opprobrium for its relations with 
Israel. Turkey’s situation is in 
sharp contrast with, for example, 
that of Iran under the shah, which 
became a particular target of 
Arab — especially radical Arab 
— animosity, partly because of 
tbe overly assertive, almost pro- 
vocative, style of its diplomacy. 
Even throughout the Iran-lraq 
war, Turkey achieved the 
seeminlgy Impossible task of 
staying on reasonably good terms 
with both belligerents, and it 
reaped considerable financial be- 
nefits from tbe war. 


Ozal’s new outlook 




past, and enhance the impression 
of a gradual dep ar t ur e from tbe 
Kemahst philosophy of Turkish 
foreign policy. During a visit to 
the United States, the Turkish 
foreign minister said that 'Tur- 
key is a Middle Eastern country." 
No doubt, geographically and 
culturally Turkey is essentially a 
Muslim, Middle Eastern country. 
But during the last 70 yean, the 
whole threat of KemaHst philoso- 
phy has been to deny these geog- 
raphical and cultural facts and to 
undertake an unrelenting drive to 
incorporate Turkey's into 
Europe. In tbe U.N. for instance. 
Turkey is not pan of the Afro- 
Asian group, but rather the Euro- 
pean group. Turkey is a member 
of the OECD. In Western foreign 
ministries. Turkish affairs are not 
entrusted to Middle East 
bureaus. 

Furthermore, in recent 
montlis, with the intensifying of 
autonomist trends in the Soviet 
Union's Asian republics, Turkey 
has become increasingly active in 
these areas, especially in the 
neighbouring republic's of Azer- 
baijan. But here, too, Turkey's 
recent potidcs represent a sharp 
departure from the past practice of 
avoiding entangleme n ts. Indeed, 
when tbe Azerbaijan crisis 
erupted in January 1990, Presi- 
dent Ozal had said in a speech at 
Washington's International Chib 
that, since the overwhelming 


key's image of itself and are 
posing challenges to traditional 
views regarding the country’s re- 
gional and international roles. 
But because the consequences of 
systemic changes taking place 
both at the regional and interna- 
tional levels are not yet clem, and 
because Turkey is trying to relate 
to the new forces, its behaviour 
inevitably acquires a somewhat 
unfocused character. 

Turkey has made great strides 
in e conomic and social develop- 
ment and, among Middle Eastern 
countries, it currently has tile 
most advanced industrial base, 
including defence. Turkey's skil- 
fufl diplomacy has also tints far 
shielded it from tbe devastation 
of regional strife. While in the 
1970s and early ’80s it suffered 
from internal turmoil, compared 
to many Middle Eastern coun- 
tries it has nevertheless enjoyed 
remarkable political stability, 
even limited democracy. 

At tbe same time, tbe Turkish 
economy is still debt-ridden and 
dependent on external assistance 
for continued growth. Inflation is 
rife, and economic disparities, 
both at personal and regional 
levels, remain high. Turkey’s suc- 
cess in developing a secular. Wes- 
ternised society has also been 
limited, and the risk of internal 
turmoil persists. 

Indeed Kemalist policies have 
failed to (run Turks into secular 


“Commentary in the Arab World has characte- 
rised Turkey’s attitude as being reminiscent of its 
Ottoman past and proof of a resurgence of 
“Ottomamsm”. Furthermore, parallels have 
been drawn between Israel’s occupation of Arab 
lands and Turkey's occupation of northern Cyp- 
res. Turkey's long-standing ties with Israel have 
also received new attention and are being viewed 
in a critical light by many Arabs.” 


such tendencies as partial com- 
pensation for their refusal to 
admit Turkey to the European 
Community. 

Similarly, Turkey's efforts to 
carve a more important economic 
and political role for itself in the 
Middle East directly related to 
this factor and to the strategic 
consequences of the end of the 
Cold War. Indeed, before the 
Gulf war there was frequent talk 
of a reduction in Turkey's 
strategic significance. Thus some 
in tbe U.S. were suggesting cuts 
in its rid to Turkey. In part to 
demonstrate Turkey’s continued 
usefulness and importance to the 
West, President Ozal decisively, 
and despite considerable internal 
grumbling, sided with the U.S. 
against Iraq. For the same 
reason, Turkey may decide to 
continue being a NATO base for 
the Middle East, as wed as the 
principal Western conduit to the 
Soviet Union's Asian Muslims. 

But such a role does not appeal 
to many Turks on cultural, reli- 
gious or other grounds. The link- 
age between economic assistance 
and the West’s use of Turkish 
facilities for military operations in 
the Middle East is demeaning to 
many. Most significantly, many 
Turks are concerned that such a 
policy of “strategic U.S.-Turkish 
partnership" could cause severe 
strains in Turkey’s relations with 
many countries in the Mtdc&e 
East. Indeed, in all likelihood, 
Turkey would find it difficult to 
pursue aO of these goals without 
running serious risks in terms of 
relations with its neighbours and 
of becoming entangled in Middle 
East disputes, including the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. This is 
already happening, but tbe full 
implication for Turkey are not yet 
dear, in part because of political 
uncertainties in the Arab World. 
In addition, policies inspired by 
pan-Turkic sentiments, if pushed 
too far. would inevitably bring 
Turkey into conflict with Iran. 


majority of Soviet Azerbaijanis 
are Shi’ites, that area was of more 
interest to Iran. 


Revival of pao-Turkism? 


During- tbe second Gulf war, 
however, Turkey openly and de- 
cisively sided with the coalition 
against Iraq and thus alienated 
luge segments of Arab public 
opinion, even if it pleased some 
Arab governments. Commentary 
in the Arab World has characte- 
rised Turkey’s attitude as being 
reminiscent of its Ottoman past 
and proof of a resurgence of 
“Ottomanism." Furthermore, 
parallels have been drawn be- 
tween Israel's occupation of Arab 
lands and Turkey's occupation of 
northern Cyprus. Turkey’s long- 
standing ties with Israel have also 
received new attention and are 
being viewed in a critical light by 
many Arabs. 

No doubt, talk of a “resurg- 
ence of Ottomanism" is highly 
exaggerated. However, Turkey’s 
reaction to the Gulf crisis and Its 
declared vision of its future role 
in the region dearly represent a 
significant departure from the 


In addition, the line between 
“Turkish" and Turkic” is becom- 
ing increasingly blurred in Tur- 
kish commentaries. For example, 
Iraq's Turkoman minority is char- 
acterised as "Turkish’’ in many 
press and other commentaries. 
This new attitude inevitably 
raises suspicions that, in parallel 
with increased activism in the 
Middle East, some forms of pan- 
Turiric tendencies may be surfac- 
ing in Turkey, according to which 
it sees itself as patron of all 
Turkic-speaking people from 
Azerbaijan to Sinkiang. Yet at 
the same time, Turkey is still 
knocking at the door of the Euro- 
pean Community. 

These new trends in Turkey’s 
behaviour also raise key ques- 
tions: is this new-found eastward 
orientation a sign of growing Tur- 
kish power and influence? Or 
does it reflect a degree of national 
confusion over the country’s 
identity and its position in rela- 
tion to the West and the Middle 
East and Muslim World? There 
are no precise answers, although 
it is dear chat diverse and contra- 
dictory currents both internally 
arid externally are affecting Tur- 


Europeans. On the contrary, dur- 
ing the last decade there has been 
a steady rise is tbe Muslim con- 
sciousness of many Turks. In- 
creasing numbers of Turkish in- 
tellectuals are questioning the 
wisdom of ignoring the Islamic 
dimensions of Turkey's heritage 
and culture, and they are chal- 
lenging tbe notion that economic 
modernisation requires wholesale 
emulation of Western values. As 
an example of this trend, recently 
53 Turkish intellectuals formed 
an Islamic human rights group. 


This trend is further streng- 
thened by Europe's rebuff to 
Turkey, which many Turks be- 
lieve has happened largely be- 
cause of its Islamic character. 
Consequently, some Islamic poli- 
tical groups now argue that Tur- 
key should look more towards 
cooperating with Muslim coun- 
tries by leading efforts to form an 
“Islamic common market." 


New horizons, and obstacles 


Changes in tbe Svoiet Union 
are also opening new horizons for 
tbe Turks, thus intensifying cer- 
tain pan-Turkic trends. Here too, 
however, despair at ever joining 
Europe has increased the attrac- 
tion of future possibilities for 
Turkey in Soviet Asia. Indeed, 
the Europeans may encourage 


In the Muslim world, as well, 
Turkey’s effort to portray itself as 
the ideal of Islamic modernism 
would stimulate rivalry on the 
part of other contenders for lead- 
ership. Moreover, Turkey’s dose 
Western and especially U.S. links 
would make it suspect. Most im- 
portant, however, foreign policy 
decisions would have implications 
for tbe way Turkey defines itself 
as a nation. By the same token, 
its foreign policy would be influ- 
enced by the evolution of its 
collective self-image. 

With the end of tbe Cold War it 
is certainly true that Turkey will 
increasingly be drawn into what 
can best be described as the 
vortex of Islamic policies. It is 
also dear that President Ozal’s 
vision of Turkey as the only 
Muslim member of a united 
Europe, the leader of all Turkic 
peoples, a principal political force 
in the Middle East, a leader of 
the Muslim world and the 
mediator between Islam and tbe 
West cannot be achieved easily, if 
at all. On the contrary, during the 
next decade Turkey will face dif- 
ficult choices in terms of its 
national and international 
orientation. 


SbirecnJ. Hunter is deputy direc- 
tor of the Middle East Program- 
me at the Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies in Washing- 
ton DC. Tbe article is reprinted 
from the London-based Middle 
East International. 


LETTERS 



topic. However, I believe Mr. Kooun, « _ 
his overexcitement about democracy at tinge and m Joufan 
particular, has holed to dearly articulate his conctasioiu 1 u 
help: The “shorts of little girls” is only the tip of a huge* nq» 
drifting iceberg. Education, is only one facet of ]what is tofoKfa 
Obviously under fire are our humane prerequisites and freedom 
hotels, banks, tourism, sports, cinema, theatre, social da 
graduation ceremonies, etc... At stake are p lur a lism , tatexan 
arts, literature, basic values and freedoms awl even sriences. v 
♦aik about undermining of the Jordanian society’s wfflto joiu i 
train of civilisation and prosperity. May ! remind everybody ti 
according to the very valuable conceptions of top leaders ofi 
country Singapore was seriously brought info di scus Mo u - a* 
model for Jordan's future.. 1 believed that all Jordanians w 
seise of duty and responsibility are supposed to fed tbe uno 
heaviness of evidence that certain groups are not hesitating 
draw Jordan (and certainly other societies) back info “dark age: 


Disappointing attitudes 


To the Editor: 


I AM both «w nsvxetd and dismayed by the attitudes of .Mas! 
Brotherhoodnrinisters towards women. : 

I also rtwnir that their perception of male members of < 
society as a threat to women is very disappointing. 

If men are such threatening creatures to women, should i 
they be locked up so that women can lead a normal fife, free 
“persecution and oppression.” After all, should we not lock 
the beast rather than victimise the victim? 

Is segregation the answer to all the ills in our society? Could I 
covering up of women, thus isolating them from society a 
dim i ni sh ing their productivity, be for the good of Jordan? 

We, w omen sho uld demand more of our society and we sfaoi 
work at improving our fives inducting granting- women th 
rights. These are difficult times where the majority of men cam 
cope on their own with the financial pressures of the day and ne 
wives who can share the burden of bread -winning tints provki 
their children with security and a higher standard of fiving 


A setback for peace 


The following letter was seat to U.S. President George Bush 
May 31 by Arab- American Anti-Discrimination Commiti 
President Albert MokMber. 


Dear President Bosh: 


I HAVE recently written you on two occasions encouraged 
various statements of Secretary of State James Baker and youra 
concerning the peace process in the Middle East and yo 
accurate assessment that Israeli settlements are currently the mi 
obstacle to achieving peace. 

However, the announcement today by Seretaiy of Defenc 
Cheney that tbe U.S. is stockpiling arms in Israel is mortify! 
and in direct contradiction to the notion of peace making a 
arms control, which the administration has recently advocate 

This news marks a major setback for those of ns who we 
beginning to believe that tbe U.S. was finally recognising t 
horrific danger posed by the arms race in the region and t 
argent need for peace. Rattier than compelling Israel to coraj 
with international law by ending its illegal occupation a i 
settlements programme, as seemed to be suggested by Secrete 
Baker and yourself. Secretary Cheney has instead reward 
them. 

Further, any impression that the U.S. was becoming mote ev 
handed vis-a-vis Israel will be seriously doubted, if not da«heH ; 
together. 

As such, you are respectfully called upon to reverse t 
stockpiling decision and instead revert back to the more sensit 
policy of working for peace, which requires impartiality and tnu 

Your reply to tins crucial request is greatly appreciated. 


Look again! 


To the Editor: 


CONCERNING “Glance in the Mirror,'' by George fi 
(Letters to tbe Editor, Jordan Times. May 29, 1991) I a 
and wholeheartedly agree with the sentiments expressed 1 
Hatfield and was delighted to read a letter printed with ate 
humour and controversy. 

I too am an avid reader if not admirer of Rami SI 
articles, but one can only absorb so much continual at 
criticism especially from such a well respected and infli 
writer. I cannot help but feel he could contribute so much n 
a positive way. 

It is all too easy to blame others for our misfortunes as 
particular rase the West apparently has to shoulder the bla 
aU the misfortunes that the Arab World has encountered. I 
not think for a moment that the Arab World would be 
enough to go along with this conclusion. So why does Mr. 1 
continually promote and perpetuate tins belief? 

Is Jordan progressing towards democracy? I wonder! 
progites not regress and hopefully we will all have the cow 

Ll! ot !"? ,he °K3 that are m<w craven 
me ones coat can be used as an “scapegoat.” 

to Mr. Khouri that he Sop erring on tl 
s^ airi adopt a more arntrovenfal and objective abroach 
would be more worthy of his talents and in tom u 
interesting and stimulating reading. * 


Jean Fakhoori (Mrs 
P.O. Box 16 
Amm 
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King: Taboos and cliches should disappear 
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(Continued from page 1) 

there are some realities that I 
hope will sink into the minds of 
all concerned. The problem is 
really such that it is not a local- 
ised, limited problem. It is the 
problem that requires very mas- 
sive effort: People of goodwill 
who are interested and anxious to 
see progress shook! be engaged. 
We need for example in my view 
an educational process to really 
be extensively carried out. So if 
yon take the Israeli dimension 
they have lived within a fortress, 
and they’ve lived within a fortress 
for a long time and with a fortress 
mentality; but I believe that many 
don't know what peace offers. 
Q: Doesn’t Your Majesty fear 
thta the Americans might adopt 
the Israeli option for a settle- 
ment? 

A: What we are seeking is a 
solution that will last, a solution 
of this problem that future gen- 
erations can live with and can 
protect. So I have very serious 
doubts that despite the fact that 
maybe the military option, which 
may have been on the minds of 
some, is totally irrelevant now 
and has been removed from the 
scene for a long time to come. 
There is the other side of it and 
that is the danger that unless 
there is progress in a balanced 
way, 1 believe that the area could 
suffer great turbulence and ex- 
tremism which could jeopardise 
not only all within this region, but 
the world .as a whole. So, I 
haven't had die impression that 
die Americans are necessarily 
taking the Israeli option or sup- 
porting it. 

.Qz But doesn't Your Majesty fear 
that Iordan will be sacrificed for a 
Palestinian State? 

A: Let’s look at it realistically. 
Even that theory or approach... 
Why do I say the problem is a 
problem of much greater magni- 
tude? Even assuming that tins is 
the approach of some, (and) if we 
look at the map and you look at 
Jordan and Palestine including 
brad and you look at the possi- 
bility that maybe in the minds of 
some that the problem could be 
resolved within these confines. I 
cannot honestly see bow this land 
mass can absorb all the Jews of 
the world, those in Israel and 
those coming to Israel, all Che 
Pales tinians and ah die Jottia- 

nians. This is physically impossi- 
ble. Therefore, this is not an 
option — the option is really 
peace that opens so many doors, 
for stability within the region, for 
people interreacting and for prog- 
ress to be achieved. And on the 
other hand from my perspective 
there is another dimension that 
has to be addressed; it has been 
brought to the forefront in terms 
of what has happened recently 
when Iraq invaded Kuwait and 
occupied it. We here in Jordan 
had to suddenly face the fact of 
over two hundred thousa n d who 
have lived all this life in Kuwait, 
coming back. Many of diem 
didn't leave from here. Many of 
them have been in Kuwait for 
three generations, built Kuwait. 
So, what happens to these people 
in the future? Not the ones that 
we have here, but in a new 
context, a real general attempt to 
fhnng»» the shape for things in the 
area where hopefully democracy, 
power-sharing is recognised to be 
an essential part of the life of any 
country. These people have to 
have their rights as wdL Other- 


wise, you have a problem where 
Israel, if it chooses, expels peo- 
ple. But the same thing is hap- 
pening regardless of the circumst- 
ances even within our own area 
and our own region. And I be- 
lieve that Palestinians must feel 
that they are not a non-people. 
They are a people, they have 
their rights, human rights; they 
are respected everywhere and 
hopefully in the future they will 
be an element of stability in the 
region. Jordan is the only country 
throughout the many years.... 
that has chosen a path for which it 
was criticised at times. But Jor- 
dan is the only country that has 
given Palestinians its nationality, 
not jeopardising the final out- 
come. In other words, they could 
have conceivably in the future if 
we moved towards a solution, a 
dual nationality and the same 
should be applied elsewhere in 
the region. There are things that 
are not possible, nor do they 
make any sense in terms of trying 
to limit the problem and go step 
by step in the old way: The 
approach of the United States 
and others for example with re- 
gard to Egypt and Israel. We 
really need to look at all the 
aspects, all the elements and we 
are ready to do whatever we can; 
but we have to be open-minded; 
we have to be constructive; we 
have to have vision; and we have 
to secure rights for people so that 
we have real peace and a lasting 
peace in this region. 

Qi Your Majesty mentioned the 
possibility of a joint Palestinian- 
Jordanian delegation. How do 
you see its perspective at present 
within a possible solution? 

A: First of all, this is contingent 
or our ' receiving a very dear 
request from the Palestinians 
themselves, and we had been 
working with the PLO and we 
had reached an agreement and 
the PLO, a far as we are con- 
cerned, are the address of the 
Palestinian people, regardless of 
all the' attempts to portray the 
picture otherwise, whether it is a 
delegation of Palestinians from 
the occupied territories, com- 
bined with others. Obviously we 
hope to achieve that. It is too 
early now to say but we will not 
impose ourselves; we will not be 
in a position to move beyond 
saying at this stage that we will be 
ready to look at a Palestinian 
request for us to form a joint 
delegation in which cases it wflQ 
be a Palestinian and a Jordanian 
delegation. The Palestinian one 
will handle the Palestinian dimen- 
sion of the problem with our 
support. But we wfl] provide the 
umbrella if the Palestinians are 
persuaded that this is the only 
way out; we will look at it. We 
had such an agreement in 85. We 
can revive it and look at it and 
also regarding our future rela- 
tions once peace is established 
Q: Many Palestinians in Jordan 
believe that the best thing for the 
furore is a confederation be- 
tween Jordan and an independent 
Palestinian state. What is your 
view? 

A: This is the way that we had 
looked at in the past and if yon go 
back to the veiy early 70’s we had 
offered three options that if the 
territories were recovered either 
some form of a federation or in 
terms of facts... that would mean 
two local governments and a cen- 
tral parliament, and a central 
government that would look after 
this new creation at that time we 


visualized that it would have 
amongst its responstbilites de- 
fence and foreign policy. The 
other option was an independent 
Palestinian state. The third op- 
tion was the return to the union 
which I don't believe was feasible 
either then or now despite the 
faa that wc are cxtcrmcly close 
together. I believe people are 
attached to their identity and to 
their nationality, so to speak, 
even within the context of the 
family that we form here. So, that 
wasn't looked at very seriously at 
the time and in fact it caused us to 
suffer a lot but they were the 
three options then. And I believe 
in 85 that evolved io the idea of a 
confederation. But essentially it 
should be what l described at 
some point. I believe that some- 
how self-determination has to be 
brought into the equation, and 
whatever happens it has to be the 
result of the -desire and will and 
coviction of Palestinians and 
Jordanians that this is the way to 
go- But there are these visions of 
the future and I think they are 
real and they could work. 

Q: Under which conditions is 
Your Majesty ready to meet the 
talk with Israeli leaders? 

A: I firmly believe that a taboos 
and clinches have to be put aside. 
If we are convinced of where we 
are, (and) we know what our case 
is and we have self-confidence 
and we have a sense of responsi- 
bility, then probably we should 
not be concerned or worried to 
talk to anybody at anytime. Any- 
way, it is early to speak of this but 
I believe it will have to come 
soon. 

Q: But at this point in time is it 
use fill to talk to Israeli leaders? 
A: I believe regardless of whether 
it will happen or not, we are 
talking about a process now and 
we don’t know exactly bow it is 
going to develop or work out, or 
what the rules will be. But bar- 
riers sooner or later will have to 
disappear. I believe maybe in the 
future face-to-face contacts will 
dispel many of the fears both 
sides have of each other at an 
appropriate time. 

Q: Does Your Majesty believe 
the new relationship between the 
U.S. and the Soviet Union will 
help to find a solution or on the 
contrary there will be a tacit 
agreement between both on (he 
status quo. 

A: I have had a chance to talk 
with the Americans and with the 
Soviets recently, and I believe 
that essentially this development 
is a very interesting one. Hope- 
fully it wiD be a constructive one. 
And both have their views. They 
may be dose in some ways and 
this maybe promising. 

Q: How does Your Majesty de- 
scribe present relations with the 
United States and is it that you 
will visit Washington very soon? 
A: I honestly don't have anything 
at tins moment to say that I will 
do so. I believe that ? dialogue 
has begun with the United States 
agftin and a constructive one but 
it really depends on tire way 
things go and I believe it is 
important and vital that at the 
very highest levels there is con- 
tact and a rejuvination of the 
friendship and understanding that 
used to exist between us many 
years ago, and which deteriorated 
over a number of years reaching 
its lowest ebb during this recent 
crisis. But as to when and how 
meetings at the highest levels 
which will probably improve the 


atmosphere immensely and bring 
about understanding that is not 
something for me to decide, it's 
something that we will look at. 
any I am sure we will have a clear 
picture of when and how in the 
immediate coming period. A dia- 
logue has started in earnest and I 
think it looks promising, and the 
recognition that Jordan is a very, 
very important element of any 
process in this area not only on 
the Israeli dimension but within 
the region. As for the recent past. 
I believe that it is becoming clear- 
er to people that we stood on 
principle: that we were against 
war, and before that we were 
against the occupation of Kuwait, 
we wanted to resolve the process 
peacefully and we were against all 
the consequences that have 
occurred in this region in terms of 
death and destruction, be it Iraq 
or in Kuwait. We were ever 
concerned with environmental 
problem that this globe has faced. 
So, we were never for the acquisi- 
tion of territory by war, and this 
has been our stand regarding the 
Palestinian problem, throughout 
the years that have passed. 

Q: The war is over. How does 
Your Majesty see the future of 
Saddam Hussein and the internal 
situation in Iraq? 

A: That is purely an Iraqi dimen- 
sion and I would not be able to 
comment on. But I certainly hope 
that it is clear that I am concerned 
for the Iraqi people to remain as 
one country, for the integrity of 
Iraq, and hopefully all the lessons 
of tire past will result in a better 
future with regard to Iraq and a 
change of approach regarding 
many in the region in their own 
time. 

But I really hope and pray for a 
determination to bring in more 
power sharing into every pan of 
the Arab world, to bring in more 
democracy, more respect for hu- 
man rights, more participation in 
government which are guaran- 
tees, in themselves, of mistakes 
not occuring again regardless of 
their nature, and at the same time 
if you look at the entire Arab 
world I believe very firmly that 
tiie future most be along the lines 
of the European experience and I 
hope we can put it together. 

Qt A common market of the 
Middle East in 10 years from 
now? 

A: Something like that I hope It 
can happen. 

Q: The fundamentalists are be- 
coming stronger and stronger in 
Jordan. Doesn’t this threaten the 
course of democracy? 

A: I am very concerned for 
democracy in this country, and I 
am very determined to do every- 
thing I can do to avoid ...any 
threats to it because democracy 
has caused it to be able to stand 
together during the most difficult 
crisis we ever faced as we have 
recently, certainly full of prom- 
ise. But at the same time it is 
important that this succeeds here 
because its succeess will be a 
positive element in terms of the 
region as a whole and an example 
of something that can work. With 
the recent elections that brought 
the facts in which we live right 
now to being. We concentrated 
on the National Charter and we 
established a dialogue between 
all the different political schools 
of thoughts, and really in itself, it 
was a process of reconciliation, 
and the Charter is almost ready 
and I hope to see it become a 
reality very, very soon. But on 


the other hand, I believe that a 
great number of us here in Jordan 
are becoming more and more 
aware of the threat to a democra- 
cy if its real meaning is now 
known. I have always advocated 
the approach of retaining from 
our past the best characteristics of 
our nation and that identify as 
such but also opening up to the 
rest of the world. 1 believe there 
is no contradiction with religion 
in that regard. There may be a 
clanger wherever religion is politi- 
cized and 1 hope this will not be 
the case here because if it is then 
this is not faith and religion, and 
wherever it is politicized I believe 
people usually try to destroy reli- 
gion and faith in the name of 
religion and faith and I don’t 
think we will pennir that to hap- 
pen. 

This parliament in Jordan has 
been chosen by the people of 
Jordan at a certain point in time. 
And J believe ir has contributed 
positively in many respects, and 
in many areas. But if we are 
talking of the future and if we are 
talking about a charter that has 
been talked out by people repre- 
senting all schools of thought iu 
this country including many who 
represent the extreme right to the 
extreme left, then obviously, 
when the Charter is a fact, and all 
the freedoms are there. Jorda- 
nians will have the chance to take 
another look, and afterall Parlia- 
ment is a reflection of the people 
and their mood at a certain point 
in time. But in the future when 
new realities come into being, 
when the Charter permits the 
freedoms for all, 1 believe the 
situation will develop and evolve. 
In any event, 2 believe the experi- 
ence of sharing power will also 
moderate the attitudes. It is one 
thing to be on the outside talking 
about hypothetical solutions that 
might be extreme or otherwise, 
and another thing to be within the 
picture and aware of what is 
happening. 

Bush urges 
Israel 

• 

(Continued from page 1 ) 

Meanwhile, Foreign Minister 
David Levy flew to Paris on 
Monday for talks about a possible 
European Community role in 
Middle East peace efforts. 

“He will be discussing the role 
the EC may have in foe peace 
process and the question of 
Israeli relations with foe EC,” a 
spokesman said. 

Israeli newspapers quoted un- 
named officials in Jerusalem as 
saying Shamir was willing to let 
the EC be more than an observer 
but less than a sponsor of foe 

conference. 

Syrians 
pull out 
of Gulf 

(Continued from page 1) 
future war in the region, diplo- 
mats and defence analysts in 
Cairo said. 

The mainly- Arab analysts, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, 
said depots were being estab- 
lished in foe United Arab Emi- 
rates, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 


Starving a nation: 
The myth and 
reality of sanctions 


By Anne Grace 

SANCTIONS against Iraq, au- 
thorised by the United Nations 
under Security Council Resolu- 
tion 661, were a widely accepted 
non-violent attempt to restore 
Kuwaiti sovereignty and avoid a 
war. The war was fought anyway 
and victory declared. But Iraqis 
know that the war continues after 
the bombs in a much less messy 
and much less visible way: the 
continuation of sanctions after 
their accepted original objective 
of forcing Iraq out of Kuwait has 
been achieved. 

The allies claimed the war was 
not against the Iraqi people. Yet 
they chose to prosecute the war in 
such a manner that destroyed the 
life support systems of an urba- 
nised and technically-advanced 
society of 18 million people. The 
bombing of the “command and 
control" centres destroyed elec- 
trification. communications, and 
transportation, and in the process 
| has severely crippled the water, 
food and health systems of the 
entire country. The result is dis- 
astrous. There is hardly an aspect 
of life untouched. Sanctions and 
concommitant frozen assets are 
directly responsible for needless 
deaths. 

The myth that humanitarian 
sanctions have been lifted, as 
prescribed under U.S. Security 
Council Resolution 661 and clar- 
ified under resolutions 666 and 
687 is belied by foe Sanctions 
Committee’s refusal to approve 
the Iraqi request to export SI 
j billion-worth of oil in order to 
import food, medicine and neoes- 
I sary equipment for reconstruc- 
tion. It is belied when frozen 
assets are not released to cover 
letters of credit for foe purchases 
of Australian wheat. It is belied 
j when Iraqi purchases, made prior 
to foe war. of powdered milk 
cannot be released from allied 
ports for lack of foreign exchange 
to cover storage charges. 

Baghdad itself is terribly de- 
ceptive to western eyes. The 
shops are full of consumer goods. 
Most of the capital has electricity 
for some hours of foe day. On foe 
streets, there is some traffic, at 
least at some hours of foe day. 
The garbage is collected, at least 
in foe better parts of foe city. The 
children are back in schools. 

But scratch foe surface, the 
reality totally belies the decep- 
tion. The shops, full of non- 
essential consumer goods, do not 
have electricity. So why are they 
open? The proprietors have little 
else to do. They say. “even at a 
loss or selling below cost, there 
were only few customers from 
August to January, and after the 
ground war no one bays any- 
thing.” Inflation is now estimated 
at 1,300 to 1,400 per cent. 

There is electricity, but it is 
rationed with priority given to the 
hospitals and critical emergency 
services. Government offices, 
hotels and private homes may 
receive power only an allotted 
number of hours in a given day. 
But there is none for sanitation. 
The treatment of sewage requires 
electricity. Before foe war, Iraq 
prided itself that foe Tigris and 
Euphrates were amongst the 
cleanest rivers in the world . With- 
out power, from foe source to foe 


mouth of the rivers, sewage is to a 
large degree dumped into the 
rivers uncreated. The Tigris and 
Euphrates are now bidly con- 
taminated. 

Even children back in school is 
deceptive. Over one million stu- 
dents do not have desks and must 
bring cans from home to sit on. 
They have exams for which they 
cannot prepare as there is no 
electricity at home at night. 

Thus much economic activity 
cannot be restored. Over 90 per 
cent of foe factories are closed. 
Even agriculture at harvest time 
is crippled. Power and spare parts 
are not available. Iraq is a nation 
of people on “forced leave with- 
out pay.” Of those lucky enough 
to retain employment in services, 
industry, agriculture or in govern- 
ment. the purchasing power of 
their income has been eroded to 
subsistence. 

Before Aug. 2, Iraq imported 
70 per cent of its food. Now 
stocks of essential staples are 
either depleted or at critically low 
levels. Livestock, before the war, 
was a thriving industry. Iraq pro- 
duced and consumed a lot of 
meat. Livestock herds were high- 
ly dependent upon imported 
feeds and locally produced vac- 
cines. But warehouses were des- 
troyed in foe bombing and now 
feed cannot be imported. The 
only factory producing animal 
vaccines is destroyed. And herds 
have been slaughtered. Poultry 
production, again dependent on 
imported feed and electric power, 
has been decimated. And fruit 
trees, a major investment, are 
withering because of the lack of 
power-generated irrigation facili- 
ties. What does exist now in the 
markets is priced far beyond foe 
readi of most Iraqis. Eggs are 
now imported from Jordan and at 
foe local currency exchange rate 
cost a little over 50 cents per egg. 

For foe six months following 
foe imposition of sanctions in 
August, no food imports at all 
were allowed into Iraq at all. 
Since that time until last week, 
foe equivalent of one day food 
requirement or 10,000 metric ton- 
nes for foe entire population bad 
been imported. Hie U.N. World 
Food Programme last week allo- 
cated two shipments of food sta- 
ples, one just under $20 tmltion 
and one for $24 million. To Cana- 
da and Australia’s credit both 
signed commercial contracts 
(500,000 and one million tonnes 
respectively) for foe exportation 
of wheat to Iraq. Bat the Austra- 
lian shipment was halted because 
a third government refused to 
release frozen bank assets which 
Iraq would use to pay for the 
food. The sanctions are rapidly 
leading to starvation. 

With medkane, the situation is 


no better. Health conditions 
throughout Iraq arc precarious. 
Medicine and medical equipment 
are dependent upon the imporuu 
tion to the tone of one-half and 
three-quarters of a billion dollars 
per year. The government, for 
lack of vaccines, was forced to 
halt its child immunisation prog- 
ramme one month after foe im- 
position of sanctions. Many 
purchases made by Iraq prior to 
August still remain in foreign 
pons. Antibiotics, anaesthetics, 
insulin, anti -dehydration tablets 
remain in critical shortages. 

The ministry of health now 
estimates that at least 150,000 
children will die from war related 
diseases. The water and sanita- 
tion conditions will be exacer- 
bated by the long, hot summer 
which in turn will make imminent 
communicable, particularly wa- 
ter-borne diseases. Major 
epidemics of cholera, typhoid and 
malaria are likely to become the 
worst after effect of foe war. 

The lifting of humanitarian 
sanctions, which presumably 
most believe has already occur- 
red. is necessary but insufficient. 
The little that does work in Iraq 
today works only because, out o •/ 
necessity, “Peter is being robbed 
to pay Paul.” The camubafeation 
of industrial and agricultural 
assets, while necessary under the 
current crisis conditions, will ulti- 
mately result in much greater 
suffering. A food system, a health 
care system, not to mention em- 
ployment-generating productive 
capacity require supporting mate, 
rials, inputs, spare parts, a txanv 
port system. 

To avoid a worsening disaster, 
therefore, all non-military sana- 
tions must be lifted and financial 
assets unfrozen. Iraq has foe 
capability to finance much of it* 

own relief and reconstruction 
needs — if they are only allowed 
to import and export. If all non- 
military sanctions are lifted, cer- 
tainly foe United Nations and foe 
international community have foe 
capacity to monitor the use of 
critical imports. Iraq has wel- 
comed this supervision. 

If sanctions are not lifted, the 
survival of foe majority of the 
Iraqi population will be at risk. 
Over 50 per cent of foe popula- 
tion is under 16, and additional io 
per cent are elderly — nearly i\ 
million people. In addition, there 
are about three million pregnant 
or lactating women. Even if fo* 
sanctions were lifted tomorrow, ft 
is highly unlikely that major 
epidemics can be avoided this 
summer and will take its toft 
among these vulnerable groups. 

The writer is Quaker Middle fiasr 
representative. She contributed 
this article to the Jordan Times. 


2 women murdered 


(Cantfrwed bum page 1) 
until she died, with her 
teachers watching. 

Jaradat said that foe accused 
was immediately arrested and 
investigations were underway. 

According to the PSD, the 
second murder involved a 46- 
year-old man, identified also 
by his initials, killed his own 
sister, aged 32, by opening fire 
on ber with an automatic rifle. 


The PSD said that the murder 
took place in the street in opfe n 
daylight as the woman was 
walking towards her home in 
Jabal A1 Abiad district. 

The accused, who ]&}. 
mediately s urr en de red to foe 
police, admitted that foe mo- 
tive behind the fcaUmg was bte 
belief that the victim was re- 
sponsible for the death of his 
■own brother. 
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Prost optimistic as Senna run comes to an end 

Piquet wins Canadian GP 


MONTREAL (R) - Alain Prat 
snd his fellow Formula One driv- 
ers believe Nelson Piquet’s victory 
-o Sunday's eventful Canadian 
Grand Prix is a signal that the 
1991 season is not a foregone 
conclusion. 

After watching Brazil's Ayrton 
Senna reel off a record opening 
run of four consecutive victories, 
Frost had become a subdued and 
frustrated figure at Ferrari. 

But after what looked like 
another disappointing day for the 
Italian team Sunday, when both 
Frost and fellow Frenchman and 
team mate Jean Alesi were forced 
to retire, he was surprisingly full 
of confidence as be looked ahead. 

He said: “The Ferrari felt real- 
ly good today. I thought the car 
was the best it has felt since the 
race in Spain last year so I am not 
too disappointed except with our 
result.” 

“The team needs a win and 1 
believe we can win in Mexico 
later this month. If we win, it will 
do us all good. Everyone is work- 
ing so hard. A good result in 
Mexico would be perfect before 


the new car arrives for France in 
July. 

“I don’t want to say too much 
about the championship, but. I 
feel Ferrari have a good chance to 
start winning again — and today's 
result shows that anything can 
still happen in a Grand Prix.” 

Prost was not the only driver 
fedKng more optimistic. Brazilian 
Piquet, who steered his Benetton 
to victory only after inheriting the 
lead from Nigel Mansell on the 
final lap, said be felt he was now 
able to compete on even terms 
with Senna's McLaren in the new 
John Barnard-designed B191. 

“1 may have won through the 
bad lock of others, but it's a win,” 
said Piquet. 'Tt is a fantastic 
result for the team after all their 
hard work.” 

“If nothing else we have 
proved we can run as competi- 
tively as Ferrari and McLaren, 
even if Williams were out in 
front. But it is all about finishing 
and we made the best of it.” 

The Williams team, having 
proved all weekend they had the 
two quickest drivers and the fas- 


test cars, eventually finished up 
disappointed. 

Britain’s Mansell, having led 
from the first corner, was forced 
to retire on the final lap with 
electrical transmission problems 
after looking certain to grab the 
17th win of his career and team 
mate Italian Riccardo Patrese 
only finished third after spending 
most of the race on Mansell's tail. 

Their overall performance, 
however, was impressive enough 
to suggest they have now harnes- 
sed their innovative new car with 
its semi-automatic gearbox into a 
truly competitive front-running 
package, as Senna freely acknow- 
ledged. 

“I could not have beaten the 
two Williams today even if I did 
not have problems myself,” he 
said. “I said before the race that 
we could not take anything for 
granted and that is how it worked 
out.” 

Senna, on 40 points, leads his 
nearest world title rival Piquet by 
24 points as the teams look ahead 
to the Mexican Grand Prix June 
16. 


Edberg follows the Becker trail 


PARIS (Agencies) — Top seed 
Stefan Edberg followed the Boris 
Becker trail once again as he 
moved into the quarter-finals of 
the French Open Monday with a 
straight sets win over Andrei 
Cherkasov of the Soviet Union. 

The Swede's path into the last 
eight, remarkably similar to that 
of the German second seed so 
far, took on an identical character 
is die fourth round. 

Edberg beat Cherkasov 7-6, 
6-4, 6-3, exactly the same score 
by which Becker beat Francisco 
Qavet of Spain 24 hours earlier, 
and even the story of the match 
was a carbon copy. 

Both Edberg and Becker 
trailed 5-2 in the opening set and 
managed to save set point before 
fighting back to win in a tiebreak. 

To compound the similarity. 


both have had straight-set victor- 
ies in every round except the 
second when each was handicap- 
ped by injury — Edberg to his 
back and Becker to his right 
thigh. 

The Swede, who looked com- 
fortably in control against Cher- 
kasov after the first set without 
ever looking brilliant, left court 
for treatment to his back without 
giving the customary television 
interview. 

The two top seeds have been 
shadowing each other for years in 
their quest for Grand Slam titles 
and the number one slot. Neither 
has ever won the French Open 
and both went out on the same 
day in the first round in Paris last 
year. 

Meanwhile Andre Agassi and 
Michael Chang, the best Amer- 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Papin to stay at Marseille 

PARIS (R) — France's top marksman Jean-Pierre Papin will 
remain with European Cup losing soccer finalists Marseille next 
season despite rumours he has teen approached by AC Milan. 
Marseille's President Bernard Tapie, denying Italian press reports 
about the transfer, said he would not release his star striker. “The 
rumour goes that (AC Milan president) Silvio Berlusconi wants 
him. I have not been approached by Berlusconi,” he said. “But if 
l gave him Papin without taking (Milan’s Dutch striker) Marco 
Van Basten to replace him, I would need psychiatric treatment,” 
he said. Papin, the leading goalsoorer in France for the last four 
seasons, told French television Sunday he fancied playing in Italy. 
“If I had the choice, I would leave for Milan,” he said. Papin did 
not say whether he had teen in contact with the former European 
Cup holders. Marseille lost the European Cup final on penalties 
to Red Star Belgrade last Wednesday. 

Raty shatters javelin record 

STOCKHOLM (Agencies) — Finn Seppo Raty shattered his own 
javelin world record by almost five metres with a throw of 96.96 
metres in Punkalaidun, Finland, Sunday, the Swedish news 
ncy TT reported. Raty set the fresh mark less than a month 
:er he broke Briton Steve Backley's record with 91.98 in Japan. 
Ratty, 1987 world champion and 1988 Olympic bronze medallist, 
became the first Finn to hold the record for more than 21 years 
when be passed Backley’s 90.98 set in London last July. In 
another even Sunday, Asko Peltoniemi of Finland cleared 5.72 
metres (18-9 1-4) in the pole vault to set a new nordic record, 
improving the old mark by one centimetre (4-10ths of an inch). 

Penaiver wins decathlon 

ALHAMA, Spain (R) — Spaniard Antonio Penaiver set a 
national record and 1991 world best when he totalled 8306 points 
in a decathlon match between Spain and Britain Sunday. World 
record bolder Daley Thompson, the former Olympic and world 
champion, completed only seven of the 10 disciplines, pulling oat 
of Saturday’s 400 metres and Sunday's javelin and 1300. Spain’s 
Francisco Javiet Benet finished second with 7374 points followed 
by Briton Mark Bishop with 7,443. 
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UNEARTHING AN EXTRA CHANCE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

4J 108 64 
” A 9 5 

: 2 

* Q 7 6 5 

WEST EAST 

* A K Q *763 
? 10 8 4 2 T Q J 6 

Q 9 4 3 ■ 10 76 5 

* 10 3 *94 2 

SOUTH 

* 9 2 

K 7 3 
\ A K J 8 

* A K J 8 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 Pass 1 * Pass 

2 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 


Opening lead: Two of 7 

The average player is quite happy 
to rely on a finesse for his contract. 
The expert looks for better than 50- 
50 odds. 

South's jump to two no trump 
showed a balanced 19-20 points. 
With a weakiah five-card suit and 
only 7 points. North saw no point in 
looking beyond three no trump as a 
final contract- 

Declarer routinely ducked the 
first heart trick and won the contin- 
uation in hand. The nine of spades 


lost to West's queen, and the re- 
maining heart stopper was driven 
ouL Declarer could count eight 
tricks, and it looked as if the ninth 
would have to come from a diamond 
finesse. But declarer was in no rush 
to stake the contract on a mere 
finesse. 

First, South cashed the three high 
clubs in hand, forcing a diamond 
discard from West- Then came a 
club to the board's queen, and we 
would have liked to see West boldly 
discard another diamond. However, 
that defender was reluctant to un- 
guard the queen of diamonds and 
wanted to hang on to the good heart. 
sc> West sluffed the ace of spades in 
an effort to convince declarer that 
East held the king. 

But declarer, sensing the lie of the 
cards, was not about to be talked out 
of the endplay that was brewing. 
South led a spade from the table and 
West was saddled with the lead. 
That defender could cash the good 
heart, but then had to lead a dia- 
mond into declarer’s tenace for the 
ninth trick. 

What if East had held the king of 
spades? Declarer would have been 
□o worse off chan before. East would 
have been forced to shift to a dia- 
mond, and declarer would have been 
able to fall back on the diamond 
finesse. 


ican clay-court players of their 
generation, won fourth-round 
matches Sunday at the French 
Open in different styles but with 
the same ease. 

Agassi ran off IS straight points 
at the end of the first set to begin 
his 6-3, 6-3, 5-7, 6-1 rout of 
Alberto Mandni in a battle of 
two baseline pounders. Except 
for a short period in the third set. 
Agassi overpowered the Argen- 
tine on a sun-drenched centre 
court. 

Chang followed his compatriot 
on court, where he suffered a 
similar third-set letdown before 
finishing off seventh-seeded 
Frenchman Guy Forget 6-1, 6-1, 
4-6, 6-3. 

Joining them in the quarterfin- 
als were second seed Boris Beck- 
er and unseeded Jakob Hlasefc. 

Defending champion and no. 1 
seed Monica Seles was the first 
top woman to lose a set in the 
tournament, but she rebounded 
to defeat an injured Sandra Cec- 
chini 3-6, 6-3, 6-0. Cecchini, 
slowed by a pulled calf muscle, 
led 2-0 in the second set before 
collapsing. 

Seles said she had trouble con- 
centrating because she was 
wondering about the condition of 
Cecchini, who was injured in the 
second set of her victory Saturday 
over Anke Huber and played 
Seles with the calf tightly wrap- 
ped in a bandage. 

The other top women all won 
in straight sets, including second 
seed Steffi Graf, third-seeded 
Gabriels Sabatini, fourth seed 
Mary Joe Fernandez and Arantxa 
Sancbez Vkario, the 1989 
champion and no. 5 seed tins 
year. 

Conchita Martinez, the seventh 
seed, eliminated lOtb seed Jennif- 
er Capriati 6-3, 6-3 and then said 
she couldn't understand why 
some people considered it an 
upset. 


Real qualifies for UEFA Cup 


By Reuters 

REAL MADRID coach Rado- 
mir Antic achieved his short-term 
goal this weekend after his team 
secured a 3-0 away win over local 
rivals Atletico Madrid to ensure a 
place in next season's UEFA 
Cup. 

The Yugoslav, hired mid- 
season to replace Alfredo Di 
Stefano, is still likely to be re- 
placed for next season, probably 
by former Colombian national 
coach Francisco Maturana, now 
with Valladolid. 

But Antic has helped the out- 
going Spanish Soccer League 
champions end a humiliating sea- 
son with some dignity. 

“I am a happy man,” said 
Antic. “With this triumph our 
objective has teen reached. I am 
very proud of my team.” 

Striker Emilio Butragueno’s 
two goals put him at the top of 
the scoring table with a tally of 
19, two more than Ireland's John 
Aldridge for Real Sociedad. Real 
host league champions Barcelona - 
Saturday in their last game of the 
season. 

Antic’s compatriot Tomislav 
Ivic, the Atletico Madrid coach, 
blamed hiself for the home de- 
feat 


“It was more my defeat than 
the team’s,” he said. “It was a 
just defeat but the blame is 
mine.” 

Ivic said he had been wrong to 
substitute striker Manolo San- 
chez and Portuguese captain 
Paulo Futre, instead of midfielder 
Donato Gama. 

In Germany, most attention is 
still centred around Bayern 
Munich coach Jupp He yn ekes, 
even though his team look set to 
lose the German title for only the 
second time in seven seasons. 

Heynckes much-publicised 
promise in a Munich magazine 
that, if Kaiserslautern won the 
title, he would work behind a hot 
sausage stall the next time leaders 
Kaiserslautern visit Munich looks 
increasingly rash. 

Bayern's title hopes virtually 
ended when they lost 3-2 at Wat- 
teoscheid and Kaiserslautern se- 
cured a surprise 2-1 victory at 
fourth-placed Werder Bremen. 

The south-west club, who were 
battling against relegation last 
season, are oow four points clear 
and need just one point from 
their last two games to clinch 
their first championship since 
1953. 

Heynckes has already thrown 
in the towel. 


“Kaiserslautern have deserved 
the title not just because they 
have topped the league for a long 
time but because they have play- 
ed more successful soccer — even 
if they had a bit of luck now and 
again.” 

French champions Marseille, 

having lost the European Cup 
final, can gain a degree of com- 
pensation with another domestic 
league and cup doable. 

Marseille face Monaco in the 
French Cop final at Parc Des- 
Princes Saturday after beating 
second division Rodez 4-1 Sun- 
day thanks to a hat trick by 
France’s top marksman* Jean- 
Pierre Papin. 

If they win, it will be their 
second league and cop double 
within two years. In 1989, 
Marseille won both trophies, 
beating Monaco 4-3 in the French 
Cup final. 

The Dutch Cap final ion Rot- 
terdam Sunday turned out to be a 
disappointing affair, Feyenoord 
Rotterdam beating second divi- 
sion BW Den Bosch 1-0. 

An eighth-minute goal from 
striker Rob Witschge rescued a 
poor season for Feyeuoord, earn- 
ing the dub their first success 
since 1984 when they completed a 
Dutch League and cup double. 


Hearns challenges Hill for WB A title 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — In a career 
that is in its 16th year. Thomas 
Hearns has fought in 17 world 
title fights and met the likes of 
Sugar Ray Leonard. Marvelous 
Marvin Hagler and Roberto 
Duran. 

“This is the biggest fight of my 
career.” said Hearns, who chal- 
lenges Virgil Hill for the World 
Boxing Association (WBA) light 
heavyweight championship Mon- 
day night outdoors at Caesars 
palace. 

“Where does Thomas go from 
here? This time Thomas Hearns 
really has to shine.” 

A loss could mean the end of a 
career in which the 32-year-old 
Hearns has earned championship 
recognition in five weight classes. 
Leonard, now retired at 35, is the 
only other fighter to do that. 


Should Hearns win — Hill was 
a 5-2 favourite — he might go 
after a sixth title. That would be a 
piece of the 190-pound (86.3- 
kilogram) cruiserweight cham- 
pionship. 

Hearns weighed in officially at 
174 pounds (79 kilograms) Sun- 
day for his bid to become a light 
heavyweight champion a second 
time. He won the World Boxing 
Council (WBC) 175-pound (79-5- 
ltiiogram) title in 1987, but never 
defended iL 

Hill, who has won all 30 of his 
pro fights, with 18 knockouts, 
weighed 173 pounds (78.6 kilo- 
grams) for his 11th title defence. 

Eight of Hill’s defences and 14 
of his fights have been in North 
Dakota, where he grew up. 

The 27-year-old champion, 
who now lives in Las Vegas, 


knows be must do more than just 
win this appearance on the 
national boxing stage. 

“To be a marketable fighter, 
you have to look impressive," 
rail said. ‘Td like to see it lead 
into the next level of boxing — 
the super-star level where I can 
demand the kind of pay days like 
Sugar Ray Leonard and Thomas 
Hearns.” 

Hill might never hit that finan- 
cial plateau, but his $1.5-miilkm 
purse is six times as bjg as his 
previous biggest payday. 

Hearns is getting $4.25 mil- 
lion. 

Hearns, the hit man from De- 
troit, has scored 40 knockouts in 
pasting a 49-3-1 record, bat Hill 
said, “I question his ability to 
punch as a light heavyweight.” 


Perkins pulls through for 
Lakers in 1st NBA finals 


CHICAGO (AP) — Sam Perkins 
came to Los Angeles with the 
stigma of being an underachiever. 
Bat in one perfect 3-point shot, 
be overshadowed both Michael 
Jordan and Magic Johnson in the 
exciting opener of the NBA fin- 
als. 

The unexpected hero Sunday 
gave the Lakers an unexpected 
93-91 victory over Chicago on the 
second anniversary of the Bulls' 
last playoff loss at home. It was 
only their second loss in 13 play- 
off games this year and broke 
their streak of 15 home playoff 
wins, an National Basketball 
Association record. 

Neither team led by more than 
seven points. The Lakers’ 84-80 
lead was the biggest in the last 10 
minutes. The lead changed hands 
six times in that span as Jordan 


and Johnson took turns malting 
big plays. 

But it was Perkins, a forward 
and backup centre, who pat the 
Lakers on rop 92-91 with his 3- 
pointer with 14 seconds left to cap 
his 22 points. The Lakers held on 
as Jordan’s 16-footer from the left 
hit the rim but bounced out wiib 
4.9 seconds to go. 

“I was wide open,” said Jor- 
dan. who led all scorers with 36 
points. “It felt good.” 

There were 24 seconds left, and 
Chicago led 91-89 in the first 
finals game in its 25-year history. 
Jordan's 15-foot bank shot from 
the right swirled around the rim 
and bounced out. Perkins re- 
bounded. 

After Jordan missed again with 
4.9 seconds remaining, Los 
Angeles' Byron Scott got the 


rebound, was fouled and sank the 
final point with 2.7 seconds to 
play. 

“The wrong (University of) 
North Carolina guy made the 
shot,” said Jordan, who was a 
college teammate of Perkins and 
James Worthy with the Tar 
Heels. 

Game 2 of the best-of-7 series 
is Wednesday night in Chicago. 
Even if the Bulls win, the Lakers 
retain the homecourt advantage 
they won Sunday. The subse- 
quent three games arc scheduled 
for Los Angeles. 

The loss was Chicago’s first at 
home in the playoffs since June 2, 
1989, when Detroit teat the Bolls 
in game 6 of the Eastern Confer- 
ence finals. Los Angeles is seek- 
ing its sixth title since Johnson 
arrived in 1980. 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 



BLOKES FROM 
THESE RARTS 
GET THEIR OWN 
WIVES TD DO IT 



XJ76 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JUNE 4, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Canon /Tighter Foundation. 

upon sod when you wonW be wise 
to get off along and do your pro- 
jects without assistance. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 22) Your Jove of inv e s tigat i ng 
and finding oat exactly what any 
condition actually means is under 
advene aspects so attend to your 
own conditions. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Not ■ 
a particularly important day or 
evening as Mercury moves into 
Gemini and few vitally significant 
aspects are toadied off tint will 

bSp you accomplish your immedi- 
ate desires. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You see differently from your 
and it is necessary that 
you try to better understand their 
ptt ftwrf** »i>d standpoints to avoid 
some problems. i 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Take more time to do those usual 
chores that await yoor attention and 
you find that it is necessary that 
you do get additional information 
you need. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
want to have a good time but the 
way you fed appeals to you can 
bring you much more outlay of 
money than is wise to economise in 
pleasures. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can now begin on a 
constructive note by eliminating 
whatever is at your residence that 
has been causing any sort of fric- 
tion. 

LEO: (July 22 to AugiKt 21) This is 
the moment for you to use much 
care on the highway and to watch 
other's driving just as carefully as 
you watch your own as well as 
walking. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You now find you have the 
need for more money so lop off the 
expenses that are not what aids you 
to have basic conditions in your 
fife. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) This is when you need to avoid 
that feeling yoa arc being imposed 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Whatever yoa bare 
in jwtinii that does mean contacting 
good friends should be muted, so 
that you do nothing to . upset or 
anger than today.' 

CAPRICORN: (Decanter 22 to 
January 20) Your reputation can 
come under att ack if you do any- 
thing today that is not in acoord 
rules and regulations that in any- 
way apply to you, 

AQUARIUS.- (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) So many new thoughts are 
zooming through yoor mind that, 
yon are aD to apt to try to 'make 
several of them work but instead 
postpone starting anything new.- 

PISGES: (February 20 to March 
20) This is your time to attend 
strictly to promises made and . to 
cany through with the obligations 
that are your and that require real 
action. 

Today’s dtiUb If your child were 
bom today she or be will pick a 
vocation that requires a lofty 
approach with work that requires 
“’ service and belp to others. 


progeny will never be happy 
with themselves or others until 
they have everything in just its 
right placement, properly 
accounted for and cleaned. 

“The stars impel, they do not 
compel.” What you make of your 
life is largely op to you. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


grocery prices have 
©ONE THROUGH THE ROOF. 
PLEASE FORGIVE ANy 
INCONVENIENCE WHILE WE 
REPAIR OUR 
CEILING. 



IB 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
/our ordinary words. 

OCTIX 


— ^ 

1 A y 

r: 

i 

!! 

e 


OUSIP 


JL 



I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| 9 by Henri Arnold and Boh Lee 


UNGES 

X" 


SUMMUE 


"TT" 
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WHAT THE OFFICIAL 
COUNT OF THE U.S. 
POPULATION Y5 SUP- 
POGEP TO MAKE. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


An^nx^axx x xr 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: PLATT BAGGY CARPET JUSTLY 

Answer When the trustee was caught embezzling, he 
ended up as this — A TRUSTY 


THE Daily Crossword by Dorothy B. Martin 


ACROSS 
1 Light source 
5 Up high 
10 Autocrat 

14 Plant used In 
cosmetics 

15 Range animal 

16 Infrequent 

17 District 

18 Hippodrome 
18 Wild goat 
20 Beyond 

characterization 

23 Location 

24 Ship's bottom 

25 Valuable violin 
28 CoUege officials 

31 fndian chief 

32 Object ol a legal 
claim 

34 very small 
37 Speechless 

40 Lacking 

irmness 

41 Strong 

42 Lode 

43 Kind of beam 

44 Ad or Be or 
Taylor 

45 Geometric line: 
abbr. 

47 Retreat 
49 Beyond 
portrayal 

55 Highlander 

56 Coeur d — 

57 Root overhang 

59 Concerning 

60 Rise up 

61 Maintain 

62 Du gout trams 

63 Cognizant 

64 — avis 

OOWN 

1 Statute 

2 Jbi — 

3 Early time to 
pools 

4 idol's place 

5 Modify 

6 Peter ol otd 

hi ms 

7 Molding 

8 Fun organs 

9 Afternoon 
socials 
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10 Ethnic groups 

f 1 Luxurious fur 

12 Staggering 

13 "Oedipus — " 

21 Midnight in 
Roma 

22 ' It fell to 
earth, — not 
where" 

JLongfeUow) 

25 Russ, sea 

26 — Hari 

27 Trojan war 
name 

28 Postpone 

29 Chemical 
compound 

30 Eagle's nest 

32 wwji poits 

33 Phrase of 
understanding 

34 Architect 
Chnsropher 

35 Ms Adams 

36 Serf ol yora 

38 Indian 

39 Prevail against 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


rannnsn Hnnaon 
nannonni nnnnnHH 
HnnHmciQHDosrunnn] 
HSU nuaniann nnnn 
noon aan 
ognnn nan nnranra 
nonnnon rasaan 
„ Pjnnn nnnra 
Ronno rumnopiran 
nonoe onn onnnn 

non noon bodo, 
naan nnnnnn nan 
nnnHmnnnnrnmaonci 

Gnoninnri nonnnnn 
omnnnn BQOEinn 


Scoops 
Estuary 
ROSS Or fltgg 

Motionless 
Certain baseball 
bft 

White poplar 
Poet Teasdate 


51 Bad of yam 

52 Singer McEnt i re 

53 Volcano 
How 

54 At any time 

55 Notched piece 
ol metal 

58 Time 


*4 
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Cairo Am mart Bank 


US. Dollar in I 

Infceriuictofu! Markets 

* 



Starting Pound" 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Cbitchj Unit 


A.Vrf vc-.k J T ccuo 

C£c ac i r£c« 

,ta, *3i. 5.- 9J 9 ‘ 1997 


.6975 | J. 


i.uts 



1.1805 
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Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Canrnc) I'ait 


InlcrlHati MS rain fur amort. ncmJhu: l J,. Uolbn l.m.ODU or cquvalcrt. 





3 vrots 

j 6 MTHS [ 

5 .43 

'mam 

ESI 

u. n j 

a. 95 

9.00 

mwm 

mi 

IKES 

■S3 

IBBHK8I 

■KBUB9I 



Date: 5 6 • 1997 



Bank of Jordan Evdnngt Kata BnOatfa 

Date: 3 / 6/ 1991 


Currency 


Sterling Pound 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen' 0 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira 0 


Belgian Franc 


.6820 

.6840 

1.1577 

I .1630 

.391 7 

.3937 

.4596 

.4619 

.1156 

.1162 

.4924 

.4949 

.3478 

.349 5 

.1094 

.10 99 

.0529 

.0 532 

. 091 1 

.01921 


Currency 
Bahrain Dinar 
Lebanese Lira 0 
Saudi Riyal 
Kuwaiti Dinar 
QataeMUyai — — 
Egyptian Pound 
Omani Riyal 
UAE Dirham 
Greek Drachma 0 
Cypriot IW 


i.7m 


3/6/7991 


1.8050 


1.4100 


Hmadsl Market" 


All-Star* 
baking Sector 
Insurance Sector 
Industry Sector 
Services Sector 


Prwrta 31 . IIU - JO 


1/6/199? close 

2/6/1991 C k*e 

lit. 92 

112.89 

110.25 

110.45 

112.48 

112.56 

115.19 

114.89 

127.13 . 

126.46 


Soviet platinum sales 
reach 15 -year high 


LONDON (R) — The Soviet 
Union sold .700,000 ounces of 
platinum to the West last year, 
the most for 15 years, according 
to figures published by the 
world’s largest platinum refiner. 

Moscow also sold record 
amounts erf the precious metals 
palladium and rhodium in a bid to. 

raise hard currency for its strag- 
gling economy, Johnson Mattbey 
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Iran signs 
big oil deal 
with Total 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Iran 
has signed a major deal with a 
French oil company to develop its 
offshore oilfields, the Middle 
East Economic Survey MEES re- 
ported Monday. 

The report merited yet another 
indication of Iran’s willingness to 
open its oil industry to Western 
expertise, breaking the isolation- 
ist mold of the 1979 Islamic re- 
volution. 

The weekly newsletter, pub- 
lished in Cyprus, said a letter of 
intent was signed in Isfahan last 
week by the French company 
Total and the state-run National 
Iranian Oil Co. during an interna- 
tional oil conference. 

Tbe newsletter quoted the Tot- 
al announcement of the deal as 
saying Total would help develop 
offshore oilfields that were 
selected by joint agreement be- 
tween the parties. 

The fields were not identified 
by Total, but the newsletter said 
it understands die project in- 
volves the development of two 
new fields in the Sirri area near 
tbe strategic Strait of Hormuz. 

Toe Existing Sirri Fields are 
currently producing some 30,000 
barrels a day but this could be 
boosted to around 80,000 barrels 
with output from the new fields, 
the newsletter said. 

The economic survey said the 
deal also includes a contract for 
purchase of a substantial quantity 
of Iranian crude oil by Total that 
could average around 100,000 
ban-els a day. 

No dollar total has been 
announced for the deal. 

Tbe Total deal report follows 
tbe disclosure that the American 
ofl company Chevron Corp. is 
holding talks with Iran on an 
agreement to help develop 
offshore oilfields in the Gulf. 

Tbe disclosure came at tbe 
three-day oil conference in Isfa- 
han, the first such parley held in 
Iran since the 1979 revolution. 

Oil sources said that in addition 
to Total and Chevron, Italy’s 
AGIP SPA, tile Japan National 
Oil Co. and the British Petroleum 
Co. were among companies that 
expressed interest in projects in 
Iran. 

Iranian Oil Minister Gbolam- 
reza Aqazadeh reiterated that 
Iran plans to boost its oil output 
capacity to five million barrels a 
y by 1993 from 3,5 million 
currently. 

Iran hopes to use Western help 
to rebuild its rundown oil indus- 
try and bankroll and economic 
revival on which President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani’s political 
survival lunges. 


Islamabad wants to create 
swift model for privatisation 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan's 
state-owned industrial sector is 
up for sale and Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif's government 
hopes to raise billions of dollars 
for much-needed development. 

As many as 115 of the 150 
state-run industrial units have 
been selected for auction since 
Mr. Sharif took office in Novem- 
ber and made privatisation the 
main {Hank of his economic prog- 
ramme to revive a stagnant eco- 
nomy. 

“Eventually everything will 
go," Mr. Saeed Qadir. head of 
the government's privatisation 
commission, told Reuters in an 
interview. 

“It is to be done in the shortest 
possible time. And we think in 
the next three to four months, all 
the industries will be unloaded," 
he said. 

Many of the state-owned enter- 
prises are bloated and losing 
money, and the government 
wants to get rid of them to reduce 
pressure on the state budget. 

One of the six state-owned 
banks was sold in January* and at 
least three others are expected to 
follow suit. 

The funds generated by the 
sales will be kept in a special 
account with the state (central) 
bank to be used for develop- 


ment purposes under the instruc- 
tions of the prime minister." he 
said. 

The nation’s telecommunica- 
tions corporation, put on sale last 
month, is alone valued officially 
at berween S3 and S5 billion. 

Government experts are study- 
ing private foreign participation ■ 
in a Soviet-built sreci mill, the 
country's largest industrial unit, 
and oil refineries, government 
officials said. 

“We are creating a model of 
our own. In fact. 1 expect that 
other countries ’will be following 
this after our success.” Mr. Qadir 
said. 

He said the government de- 
cided against the common priva- 
tisation methods of unloading 
stock, management buv-outs, 
employees buying shares and tak- 
ing control, and sals through pri- 
vate negotiations with existing 
larger groups. 

"The method which ws have 
adopted is thar you offer to every- 
body. whoever wishes to buy ... 
percentage of control through 
shares that is 51 per cent plus 
management." he explained. 

The speed of the process has 
triggered an outcry from opposi- 
tion politicians and other critics 
who accuse the government of 
favouritism and endangering 


jobs. 

"It is a government of the 
industrialists, by the industrialists 
for the industrialists." said 
opposition leader Benazir Bhut- 
to. Mr. Sharif himself is an indus- 
trialist. 

Mr. Zahid Sarfraz, a former 
commerce minister and a dissid- 
ent parliamentarian from tbe rul- 
ing Islamic Democratic Alliance, 
called the privatisation scheme a 
“clearance sale" to benefit 
favourites. 

"This is a loot sale,” said Mrs. 
Bhutto aide and former interior 
minister Aitzzz Ahsan. 

Mr. Qadir said that the system 
of open auction adopted by the 
government should disprove any 
charge of favouritism. 

But he said he feared that 
foreign buyers could be discour- 
aged by the swiftness of the pro- 
cess, adding that many Pakistanis 
living abroad would' be forth- 
coming. 

"We get queries from abroad 
and they all want more time." he 
said about prospective foreign 
buyers. "We have told them we 
cannot extend our time." 

Mr. Sharif s government has 
also opened other sectors such as 
shipping, aviation and power gen- 
eration to the private sector. 


Aquino thr 
ceilinq on < 


MANILA (R) — President Cora- 
zon Aquino has said that a prop- 
osed ceiling on Philippine debt 
repayments would harm the 
country's credit standing and 
warned congress she might veto 
any attempt to impose a debt cap. 

Mrs. Aquino said a debt repay- 
ments ceiling would adversely 
affect government efforts to 
obtain foreign loans needed to 
finance urgent development pro- 
jects. 

A 286 billion peso (S10.2 bil- 
lion) budget for 1991 approved by 
the senate last week includes a 
provision limiting payments on 
the Philippines' S29 billion exter- 
nal debt to 20 per cent of 1990' 
export earnings. 

The house of representatives 
proposed a lower debt ceiling of 
10 per cent of export income. 

“I have told them (the legisla- 
tors) that it will really be difficult 
for us if we will have a debt cap 
because all the things we are 
doing now and all the loans and 
assistance that we are gening 
from different countries will be 
affected,” Mrs. Aquino said. 



to veto 
vments 


"1 just hope that they will be 
able to work out a wav so that » 
will not have :o veto this thing." 
she added. 

A bicameral committee will- 
meer this week to reconcile the 
two versions and present the final 
budget to Mrs. Aquino for sign- 
ing. 

Economic officials had said im- 
posing a legal restriction on debt 
repayments would send the 
wrong signals to the country's 
creditors and jeopardise Manila's 
ability to borrow more from com- 
mercial and official sources. 

Mrs. Aquino said Finance 
Secretary Jesus Estanislao had 
told her it might be possible to 
reduce a controversial nine per 
cent import tax bv two per cent in 
July. 

"The entire nine per cent can- 
not be removed at once until we 
are able to get other sources of 
revenue." Mrs. Aquino said. 

She added: “Secretary Esta- 
nislao was telling me perhaps July 
could be thought as the time a 
two per cent cut could be made.” 

Mrs. Aquino said the import 



‘Polly Peck 


FLC said. 

“Soviet platinum shipments 
were the highest for over 15 
years,. It is likely that USSR 
stocks were draws down to meet 
market demand," it said in its 
annual review. 

Soviet sales of the metal, used 
mainly as a catalyst to clean up 
toxic car exhaust fames, rose 27 
per cen( over the previous year. 


LONDON (R) — Court- 
appointed administrators running 
British conglomerate Folly Peck 
have said liquidation of the group 
would probably raise only 20 per 
cent of the face value of debts 
owed to shareholders and credi- 
tors. 

The administrators, in a report 
sent to creditors of PoDy Peck 
International (PPI) PLC, said the 
London-based food-to- 
electronics group should be kept 
intact to repay creditors owed a 
total of £1.12 billion ($1.9 bil- 
lion). 

“The ad minis t ra tors consider 
that toe best prospects for tbe 
creditors lie in tbe retention and 
rehabilitation of substantial parts 
of the group," the report said. 

Based mi estimates by com- 
pany directors, which were heavi- 
ly hedged with uncertainties, li- 
quidation could yield a dividend 
of around 20 pence (34 cents) in 
the pound ($1.73). 

The estimates implied a di- 


vidend of around 52 pences (89 
cents) in tbe pound if assets were 
sold off over a long period, but 
this would not be available in the 
short term. 

But joint administrators 

Michael Jordan and Richard 
Stone said the core businesses, 
built up almost suiglehanded by 
Turkish Cypriot-born chairman 
Aril Nadir, should be developed 
and eventually partially floated 
off on the Turkish bourse. 

The company, which had wide- 
ranging interests including the 
fresh fruit operations of U.S.- 
based Del Monte and Japan's t 
Sansui electronics firm, collapsed 
in October in the midst of an : 
investigation into the affairs ofl 
the group and Mr. Nadir. 

Mr. Nadir, once one of the 
richest men in Britain when his 
company was valued at £2 billion 
($3.4 billion) on tbe stock market 
in mid-1990, faces 18 criminal 
charges of theft and false 
accounting relating to over £20 


million (S34 million). He has 
denied any wrongdoing. 

The administrators’ report also 
said Polly Peck’s Middle East 
subsidiaries may owe the group 
£959 million pounds (Si. 65 bil- 
lion). 

“One particular focus of the 
investigation has been the pay- 
ment of very large sums by PPI to 
the Near East food, packaging 
and leisure businesses leading to 
balances of some £ 959 million 
apparently being owed to PP! at 
30 June, 1990," Mr. Christopher 
Morris of accountants Touche 
Ross Morris said in toe report. 


Ccrazon Aquino 

levy was a temporary measure 
and would be removed as soon as 
congress has passed alternative 
tax measures to help boost gov- 
ernment revenues. 

Senator Neptali Gonzales, 
chairman of the senate finance 
committee, said Friday senators 
were aware Mrs. Aquino would 
veto the debt ceiling provision and 
hinted they might try to override 
her veto. 


Mr. Morris has been trying to 
find out whether the money is 
available to the PPI group and if 
transfers and application of funds 
by subsidiaries were fully 
accounted for. 

The interest accumulated on 
sums due to tbe Polly Peck group 
from subsidiaries was more than 
£200 million (S344 million), the 
report added. 

The rescue plan recommends 
two key Middle East operations 
comprising food and packaging 
units and leisure interests should 
be offered to public investors. 


An experienced executive secretary is wanted with the 
following capabilities: 

■fr Excellent English speaking & writing. 

☆ Typing on the PC computer Arabic/English. 

☆ Letters preparation. 

☆ Filing. 

Please send the C.V. to P.O.Box. 9162 
or contact tel. 665357 
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Lada Atawi 
In 

THE INTOXICATED 

Arabic 

Sum: 3000, 6-30, &30 p.m. 


Mercedes 200, 1984, airconditioned with most options- 
Mileage 70,000 km. In very good condition. 

Diplomatic use, duty unpaid. 

For information call: 586239 after 10 a.m. 


A Loading Trading Company in Am — h 
J eitiao REQUIRES 
GENERAL mNAGER 

Qualilicalions required: 

1. Jordanian national 

2. Age over 35 years 

3. Holder of university degree in business management, 
marketing or economics. 

4. Minimum 10-12 years in retail and wholesale business. 

5. Ability to communicate and deal with international firms. 

5. Excellent command in written and spoken English aid 

Arabic. 

Qualified candidates are required to forward their typed applica- 
tion witfi complete C.V. (including picture) to: 

Personnel Department 
P.O.Box. 950650, AmmajvJofdan 
All applications will be treated in strict confidence. 

Attractive salary and other fringe benefits would be offered to the. 
right person. 

For more Info, call 673401 safe for Mrs. Tavsflc. 


MEES says GCC 
refused Kuwaiti 
oil ‘loan’ request 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — 
Kuwait's neighbours have refused 
its request that they produce 
800,000 barrels a day of oil on its 
behalf, toe Middle East Econo- 
mic Survey (MEES) reported 
Monday. 

The Cyprus-based weekly, at-, 
ing no sources, said it had learned 
that Gulf Cooperation Council 
countries (GCC) told Kuwait 
they did not have enough oil to 
spare, while others cited financial 
constraints. 

The Kuwaiti appeal was made 
at a meeting of the council’s oil 
ministers in Riyadh Wednesday. 

Afterwards, GCC Secretary- 
General Abdullah Bishara had 
publicly indicated only that the 
decision was postponed at least 
until after the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) meeting in Vienna. 

The emirate argued it suffered 
immense damage during the Iraqi 
occupation and it is currently 
facing huge bills for reconstruc- 
tion and putting out oil fires, 
without any possibility of signifi- 
cant oil exports before early next 
year, the newsletter said. 

The requested crude oil “lean" 


was to meet Kuwait’s needs at the 
refineries it owns in Europe and 
tbe United States as well as two 
refineries inside the emirate. 

The economic survey said ‘It is 

understood” that Kuwait may re- 
new its request for oil assistance 
from its neighbours at a later 
date. 

The GCC members are Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates. Oman, Bahrain and 
Qatar. 

Kuwaiti Oil Minister Hamoud 
A1 Ruqbak has said his govern- 
ment made the request for oil in 
accordance with a GCC decision 
in 1987 that provided a safety net 
for oil deliveries in the event of 
damage to the export capability: 
of any member country. 

Mr. Ruqbah also has been 
quoted as saying the oil-lending 
proposal was one of the alterna- 
tives his country was considering 
as it faced a 520 billion to S30 
billion cash shortage for post-war 
reconstruction . 

Another alternative be men- 
tioned was borrowing on the col- 
lateral of Kuwait’s own invest- 
ment portfolio overseas, esti- 
mated at $90 billion to $120 bil- 
lion. 


Iraqi unions to pay 
unemployment benefits 


BAGHDAD (R) — The Iraqi 
Trade Union Federation has de- 
cided to pay unemployment be- 
nefit of 80 dinars a ’month to 
workers laid off because of the 
economic crisis, the government 
newspaper Al Jumhouriyah said 
Monday. 

Mr. JamS Al Jabouri, the vice 
president of the federation, told 
die newspaper it was preparing 
lists of toe workers but he gave no 
figures. 

U.N. sanctions imposed last 
August have hit Iraqi industry 
hard, depriving it of raw mate- 
rials and spare parts. Some factor- 
ies were also damaged in allied 
air raids in January and February 
and in civil unrest in March. 

Soldiers demobilised after tbe 
Gulf war and workers laid off 
because of a government decision 


to close some restaurants have 
swollen the ranks of the unem- 
ployed. 

Mr. Jabouri said employers 
and member unions would be 
expected to contribute to the 
unemployment payments but 
again gave no details. 

Eighty dinars is about half of 
the average salary in the public 
sector. It is worth $250 at the 
official exchange rate but has a 
purchasing power equivalent to 
about $15. 

Al Jumhouriyah quoted work- 
ers as saying the decision to dose 
restaurants would help hold down 
food prices, which have risen 
sharply since the sanctions came 
into effect. 

But a restaurateur said the 
measure would damage toe finan- 
cial interests of both restaurant 
owners and workers. 


Mubarrad to make 
public share offer 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — The riyals ($26) each. 

Saudi Land Transport Company Sheikh said ownership of the 
(Mubarrad) said it will make a original 120 million riyals worth 
public share issue worth 180 mil- of shares would limited to found- 
lion riyals later tins month. er shareholders of the company. 
The Riyadh-based firm said its* formerly known as the Saudi Re- 
sharehotdeis had approved the frigerated Transport Company. 

»s ) r i20ma - sra 

bon ($32 tmibon) now Gulf states. 

Al Shaikh told Reuters the move 
followed a decision last month by -j. ^ tuJLiom 
Commerce Minister Suleiman m Syna ’ 

Abdul Aziz Al Salim to change Jordan and ^anon. 
tile firm’s status from a limited Sheikh said the company post- 
liability company to a joint stock ed a 22 million riyal ($5.9 million) 
company. accumulated net profit in 1990 

Tbe new shares will be offered and the first quarter of 1991. 
to the Saudi public on June 29 It was the second Saudi firm to 
through domestic banks at 100 offer shares to the public. 



FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 

Suitable For Diplomatic Family 

Consists of 2 or 3 bedrooms, sitting, salon, dining room, new 
American style fully equipped kitchen, 2 bathrooms, spacious 
veranda, garage, excellent furniture, separate central heating, 
solar heater, telephone, laundry room and store room, with 
excellent location in western Amman. Annual rent JD 6500. 

Please call tel: 674227 


Amman Baccalaureate School 


Invites applications for the following posts in Senior 
School (Grades 6-12) for August 1991: 

Head of Social Studies 

To teach History for IGCSE and International Baccalaure- 
ate (IB) courses. IB is equivalent to freshman level. 
Ability to teach Economics or Geography an advantage. 

Biology and General Science Teacher 

Including IGCSE. and IB courses. 

Applicants for both positions should be bilingual or 
English-speaking graduates. 

English Teacher 

Including IGCSE language and literature courses. 
Applicants should be graduates in English, of native 
speaker quality. 

Application forms, which may be obtained from the 
school, should be returned, (with CV if possible) by 6th 
June. 

ABB telephone 645572, 847161 
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prime minister 
student protesters 


SEOUL. South Korea (AP) — 
Prune Minister Chung Won-Shik 
was kicked and roughed up by 
oiilitani students Monday when 
he visited a university to give a 
lecture, police and witnesses said. 

Police said the prime minister 
escaped unhurt from the dozens of 
milit ant students, who hurled 
eggs and wheat flour at him at 
Seoul’s Hankook University of 
foreign studies. 

The incident came hours after 
President Rob Tae-Woo ordered 
tougher crackdowns on violent 
protests after 1,500 riot police 
using tear gas and water cannons 
battled students in a hospital 
compound where the body of a 
dead protester has being kept 


Witnesses said 30 minutes after 
be began the lecture, about 200 
students began a sit-down protest 
outside his classroom. Students 
hurled eggs as he interrupted his 
class and came out of the clas- 
sroom, they said. 


Chung, appointed prune minis- 
ter in a partial cabinet reshuffle 
on May 24, was giving a lecture to 
graduate students of the universi- 
ty when the disturbance began, 
police said. 


The prime minister locked him- 
self in another room but was 
forced out by students who broke 
open the doors, witnesses said. 
He then was taken out to the 
school's playground, flanked by 
students, they said. 

Students kicked and doused 
the prime minister with wheat 
flour as he has led toward the 
school’s main gate, witnesses 
said. Aides rescued the prime 
minister and he left the school by 
taxi in 45 minutes, they said. 


Chung, 62, a former college 
professor on education, served as 
education minister from 1938-90. 
He had been a lecturer tX the 
school for the spring semester, 
and aides said Monday was his 
final day there. 


Rob told a meeting of govern- 
ment prosecutors earlier Mon- 
day, “peaceful assemblies and 
demonstrations would be guaran- 
teed bat violent protests by illegal 
terrorist groups must be dealt 
with harshly." 

The justice minister and the 
national police chief, echoing 
Roh’s tcugb stand, issued sepa- 
rate statements warning that the 
government would no: tolerate 


lawlessness any longer. 

The government warning 
came shortly after riot police 
attacked 500 students guarding 
the Paik Hospital in central 
Seoul. Witnesses said police tore 
down the wood and trash barri- 
cades and moved to within 15 
metres of the hospital morgue but 
were unable to retrieve the pro- 
tester’s body. 

Students erected barricades 
again at both ends of a street in 
front of the hospital after police 
withdrew in one hour. 

About 30 students and 10 riot 
police were injured in the attack, 
witnesses said. No arrests were 
reported. 

It was the second police attack 
on the hospital m less than a week 
to retrieve the body for an auto- 
psy. Militant students have block- 
ed repeated attempts by prosecu- 
tors to conduct an autopsy. 

Militant student and dissident 
leaders demanding that prosecu- 
tors investigate alleged police 
brutality before conducting an 
autopsy on the dead student’s 
body. 

Government officials and dissi- 
dent leaders dispute the cause of 
the student’s death on May 25. 


Officials claim that she was tram- 
pled while fleeing from riot 
police. Dissidents argue that she 
died of suffocation by excessive 
use of tear gas. 

The standoff threatened to 
further intensify Roh's most se- 
rious political crisis only three 
weeks before nationwide elec- 
tions on local self-rule. 


Four hours after the attack was 
launched, tear gas remained 
heavy in the air around the hos- 
pital. One nurse said several new- 
bron babies had been placed in 
incubators to avoid breathing 
problems. 

Demonstrations triggered by 
the fatal beating of a student by 
police on April 26 have created 
the worst political crisis for Roh 
since be took office in early 1988. 


Rob has changed his prime 
minister and five cabinet mem- 
bers in a bid to halt unrest, but 
dissidents have demanded his res- 
ignation and a new democratic 
government. 

So far. the steady anti- 
government offensive has failed 
to attract middle-class sympathis- 
ers, and Rob has hardened his 
position against violent protests. 


Bangladesh 
death toli 


from latest 
storm lower 


than feared 


DHAKA (R) — The death toll 
from storm-driven tidal waves 
that battered the Bangladesh 
coast Sunday appears to be : .r the 
hundreds rather than the 
thousands killed in the April cyc- 
lone, relief official* said Monday. 

“The actual number of casual- 
ties is much less than was 
feared." a Relief Ministry official 
in Dhaka told Reuters. 

At least 200 people were mis- 
sing believed drowned when 30 
fishing boats sank in die Megfcna 
River that drains into the Bay of, 
Bengal, officials said. 

"Searches for the boats... have 
proved futile,” coastal district 
official Nuruddin Khan said. "We 
suppose 200 or more people on 
board these boats are a3 dead." 

He said four people were con- 
firmed dead in the delta town of 
Bhola when their homes col- 
lapsed during the storm. 

“But the toll could go up to 
some extent when reports from 
far off affected areas would be 
available,” be added. 

Eighty miles an hour (130 kph) 
winds screamed out of the Bay of 
Bengal Sunday whipping up four- 
metre waves and driving them at 
Bhola, Patuakhali and Cox’s 
Bazar. 

The ferocity of the storm that 
raged for three hours alarmed 
survivors of the April 29 cydone 
whose 145 mph (230 kph) winds 
and six-metre (20-foot) tidal wave 
killed more than 138.000 people. 

Officials said the apparent low 
death toll this time was the result 
of "stringent" preparations and a 
large-scale evacuation of people 
from the storm's path. 

“Everyone was prepared and 
rushed to safety before the storm 
hit the land,” the official in Baris- 
al said. 

“There was hardly anything on 
the ground except a few tattered 
homes or tents set a p to shelter 
victims of the previous storm.” 


Soviet prosecutor vindicates 


n Lithuania 


MOSCOW (R> — - The Soviet 
prosecutor's office Monday vindi- 
cated the use of troops in the 
bloody suppression of pro- 
ia dependence demonstrations in 
Lithuania last January. 

In a preliminary report that 
could revive Western doubts ab- 
out Soviet Presidin'. Mikhail 
Gorbachev's commitment to re- 
forms, the prosecutor said none 
of the ;3 rr>ikan victims was 
kided by ?rt Soviet siiiitu) or 
their suzifcary forces. 

He also said the troops were 
called in to restore order amid 
civil unrest in Lithuania and were 
met with a hafl of stones, Molo- 
tov cocktails and even bullets. 

Thirteen civilians were lolled 
and hundreds were injured in the 
early hours of Jan. 13 when 
Soviet forces stormed the Radio 
and Television Centre in Vilnius 
where pro-independence demon- 
strators had formed a protective 


ring. 

Troops said they had been cal- 
led in by a shadowy Committee of 
National Salvation, seeking to 
stem what ir called a social crisis 
and to restore the republic's ties 
to Moscow. 

The report, signed by prosecu- 
tor Nikolai Trubin and distri- 
buted to the Soviet parliament, 
blamed Lithuania's separatist 
leadership for the crisis, citing 
wiiat U called ' ‘unconsti tutiaual 
activities.” 

“The Leadership of the Soviet 
Interior (Ministry) troops ... and 
the Vilnius garrison, in order to 
provide safety and law and order 
and to prevent mass riots and to 
disarm the militants ... took 
appropriate measures.” 

"Investigators of the Lithua- 
nian prosecutor’s office presented 
no proof that would confirm that 
die deaths and injuries were the 
result of the military action," 


Trubin said. 

The findings contradicted first- 
hand accounts by a number of 
Western reporters and local wit- 
nesses, who said unarmed protes- 
ters were crushed by Soviet tanks, 
beaten with rifle butts and fired 
upon by elite paratrooper squads. 

Disclosure of the investigation 
results comes as the Soviet leader 
seeks an invitation to the July 
summit of seven leading indus- 
trialised countries to discuss 
assistance for his crumbling eco- 
nomy. 

The bloodshed in Vilnius 
touched off a wave of anger in the 
West and led to a delay of the 
superpower summit that had 
been set for early February. 

But Gorbachev recently 
appeared to have repaired most 
of the damage, reaching a com- 
promise with bis critics in the 
Soviet republics and improving 
contacts with Western partners. 


imer Rouge rejects Hun Sen as vice 


chairman of National Council 


JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — 
The strongest of the Cambodian 
guerrilla factions refused Monday 
to accept the government’s pre- 
mier as rice chairman of a council 
that would lead the wasr-tom 
nation until elections are held. 

Resistance leader Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk, who is to head the 
Supreme National Council, said 
the Khmer Rouge guerrilla fac- 
tion also rejected an indefinite 
extension of the ceasefire be- 
tween the guerrillas and the 
Vietnamese-backed government. 

Sihanouk said nominal Khmer 
Rouge leader Khieu Samphao 
conveyed the faction’s rejection 
of Premier Hon Sen as vice chair- 
man at a meeting Monday. 

“The Khmer Rouge supports 
Sihanouk as chairman of the Sup- 
reme National Co and! but not 
Hun Sen as vice chairman of the 
council,” Sibanoak said after his 
talks with Khieu Samphan. 


Sihanouk and Hon Sen had 
agreed Sunday on the two of 
them taking the top two posts on 
die council of guerrilla and gov- 
ernment representatives, and on 
an indefinite extension of the 
ceasefire. 

Such an extension, they 
agreed, would help provide a 
better climate for peace talks on 
ending the 12-year-old Cambo- 
dian war. 

The ceasefire began May 1 and 
origin ally was scheduled to last at 
least until the end of the current 
Jakarta' peace talks. It had been 
proposed in April by France, 
Indonesia and the U.N. secretary 
general, the main brokers in the 
Cambodian peace process. 

Sihanouk quoted Khieu Sam- 
phan as saying that if the current 
negotiations (fid not produce an 
agreement, the Khmer Rouge 
would continue fighting "because 
they are militarily stronger than’ 


Hun Sen’s forces and also be- 
cause they think they will even- 
tually win the war.” 

Sihanouk added, “I regret this 
attitude because the extension of 
ceasefire is more beneficial to 
Cambodia.” 

Aside from the Communist 
Khmer Rouge, the resistance in- 
dudes Sihanouk’s own faction 
and the Khmer People’s National 
Liberation Front. Both are non- 
Communist. 

“Now I rely on the skill of 
Indonesia’s Foreign Munster Ah 
Alatas to try to narrow (town the 
gap between the Khmer Rouge 
and the non-Khmer Rouge lead- 
ership,” Sihanouk told reporters 
after a courtesy call on Indone- 
sia's President Suharto. 

He said he and Hun Sen 
already have built a good basis 
for future efforts to resolve the 
Cambodian problem. He did not 
elaborate. 


Troops kill 
3 IRA 

members in 
N. Ireland 


BELFAST, Northern Ireland 
(AP) — Special Air Service sol- 
diers shot dead three members of 
the ERA during an undercover 
operation Monday, British news 
reports said. 

Police would say only that 
three men, believed to be con- 
nected with the Irish Republican 
Army, were found dead in a 
burned out car after an encounter 
with an army patrol in the village 
of Coagh, 45 kilometres west of 
Belfast. 

Sinn Fein, the IRA's legal poli- 
tical wing, identified the dead 
men as Peter Ryan, Tony Dorris 
and Lawrence McNally. 


In other violence Monday, a 
spokesman for the British army 
said there was a large explosion at 
the Bally Cassidy Sawmill next to 
the army base at St. Angelo 
Airfield, 110 kilometres west of 
Belfast. 

There were no reports of any 
injuries at the base, used for 
helicopter patrols, the army 
spokesman said. Bat the blast 
was beard over a wide area and 
shattered windows in homes 
several hundred yards from the 
base. 

Press Association reported that 
terrorists drove a truck into the 
Sawmill, but it was not known if 
mortars were fired from the track 
or if explosives were concealed 
inside it. 

The news agency said the driv- 
er of the trade escaped in an 
accompanying car. 

Police said a family living near 
the base was held captive during 
the night by the armed men. The 
armed men left early Monday in 
the family’s car, which was later 
found burned out a few miles 
from the Sawmill, police said. 

The alleged shootings came 
less than 24 hours after a North- 
ern Ireland civil servant was 
seriously injured by a bomb 
placed underneath her car. No 
one immediately daimed respon- 
sibility for the bombing but a 
police spokesman said the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) was a 
prime suspect. 

On Saturday, the IRA claimed 
responsibility for a track- 
bombing that killed three sol- 
diers, injured 11 others and de- 
molished an Ulster Defence Reg- 
iment base. It is a locally re- 
cruited regiment of 6,000 sol- 
diers. 


Rights abuses rampant in post-Tiananmen China — Amnesty 


HONG KONG (R) — Summary 
executions, torture of prisoners, 
arbitrary arrests and unfair trials 
have increased sharply in China 
since the crackdown on pro- 
democracy protests in Peking two 
years ago, Amnesty International 
says. 

"The international commun- 
ity’s criticism of China’s human 
rights record has become muted 
but the abuses themselves have 
never stopped,” the London- 
based human rights organisation 
said in its latest report released 
Tuesday. 

Hundreds of pro-democracy 
activists from 1989 were detained 
for months or even over a year 
before being charged and poss- 
ibly thousands more were still 
hn gmdwng in prisons and deten- 
tion centres now, according to the 
report. 

Several hundred and believed 
to have been secretly executed 
shortly after June 1989, it said. 

Despite relatively light sent- 
ences given to several student 
leaders earlier this year which 
were widely publicised, Amnesty 
said a continuing crackdown on 
pro-democracy activists had led 
to some of the harshest sentences 
seen in recent years. 

“It's not uncommon for people 
out of the spotlight — ordinary 
activists or those tried outside 
Peking — to be jailed for 10 to 20 


years, sometimes simply for mak- 
ing dissident speeches,” the re- 
port said. 

It cited the example of Chen 
Lantao. sentenced in northern 
Shandong province to 18 years in 
prison for joining the 1989 pro- 
tests. 

China’s human rights record 
has been criticised by U.S. con- 
gressmen who want to make re- 
newal of the preferential trade 
status Washington accords Pek- 
ing conditional cm human rights 
improvements. 

The Amnesty report said tor- 
ture of prisoners, usually to ex- 
tract pre-trial confessions, bad 
increased in recent years. 

Methods included severe beat- 
ings, shocks with electric batons 
and the use of handcuffs, shackles 
or ropes in positions intended to 
inflict pain. 

Also common were deprivation 
of sleep or food, exposure to cold 
and being made to adopt exhaust- 
ing physical postures, the report 
said. 

"Those people who do actually 
get to the courtroom have faced a 
trial system so seriously flawed 
that it comes nowhere near inter- 
national standards," Amnesty 
said. 

“Defendants often cannot 
choose their lawyers, they are not 
given enough time to prepare 
their defence and the verdict is 


often decided beforehand.” 

The report also expressed con- 
cern about a dramatic rise in the 
number of executions, particular- 
ly in connection with anti-crime 
campaigns launched since 1989. 

Last year, more than 750 peo- 
ple were executed, the highest 
number since 1983. 

Amnesty said it had the names 
of more than 50 people who were 
sentenced to death since June 
1989 for crimes allegedly commit- 
ted during the protests, but the 
□ember of those secretly ex- 
ecuted was believed to be far 
higher. 

"According to some sources, 
several hundred people were 
secretly executed in various 
places within or near the capital 
between June and August 1989,” 
the report said. 

More than 40 crimes, including 
theft, smuggling and embezzle- 
.ment, are punishable by death in 
China. Many are publicly humili- 
ated at mass rallies before being 
executed. 

"In some cities, groups of pris- 
oners have also been paraded 
through the streets on the back of 
open lorries, with their arms 
tightly bound behind their backs, 
just before being taken to the 
execution ground.” 

Amnesty described this as cruel 
and degrading treatment prohi- 
bited under the United Nations 


convention against torture which 
China signed in 1988. 

Arrests of religious leaders and 
Tibetan nationalists bad also in- 
creased in the past few years, the 
report said. 

More than 100 arrests of Ro- 
man Catholic priests, bishops and 
lay chinch leaders were reported 
between late 1989 and late 1990. 

Of thousands of Tibetan 
nationalists detained in 1987 for 
taking part in pro-independence 
demonstrations, about 20 0 were 
known to be still held in the 
capital Lhasa, Amnesty said. 

Meanwhile, gunfire boomed 
across Peking’s Tiananmen 
Square Monday, tbe second 
anniversary of the start of the 
Chinese army assault to crush a 
pro-democracy movement, but 
this time in a ceremonial salute 
for a visiting dignitary. 

Where tanks and soldiers fired 
live ammunition into crowds on 
the night of June 3 and 4, 1989, 
the 21 -gun welcoming salute 
Monday was for Jamaican Prime 
Minister Michael Manley, witnes- 
ses said. 

An array of eight artillery 
pieces was drawn up at the base 
of the monument to the people’s 
heroes in the centre of the 
square, where in 1989 the last of 
the student protesters leading the 
-prorDemocracy Movement had 
stayed before the army moved in. 


Men of the People's Armed 
Police militia dosed tbe 100 acre 
(40 hectare) square to the public 
Monday morning, but officials 
said it would be reopened later. 

Manley laid a wreath at the 
monument before beginning talks 
with Premier Li Peng, widely 
blamed by the Chinese public for 
ordering the crackdown two years 


By late on the night of June 3, 
1989, armoured troop carriers 
smashed through barriers erected 
by Peking residents and 
thousands of troops backed by 
tanks fired wildly as they carved 
their way through angry crowds 
in the streets around Tiananmen 
Square. 

Early in tbe morning of June 4 
the army drove out the last pro- 
testers still camped on Tianan- 
men Square, ending the seven- 
week long movement. 

The government, in its offidal 
history of what ft calls the 1989 
turmoil, says 3,000 civilians were 
wounded in the assault and more 
than 200, including 36 college 
students, killed. 

Dissidents, diplomats and 
eyewitnesses say the death toll 
was much higher, with possibly 
thousands killed. 

Tight security and severe warn- 
ings have kept Peking's university 
campuses quiet around the 
anniversary this year.. 


Hawke 


defeats 


Keating in 
leadership 


fight 


Police said they were not in- 
volved in the operation but said 
uniformed soldiers fired the 
shots. Security sources said an 
SAS unit had staked out the 
ambush spot. Press Association, 
the British domestic news agency, 
reported. 

The SAS, created during the 
World War II. is made up of 
highly trained troops. 

British news reports said tbe 
three men were on tbeir way to 
mount an attack on Protestant 
workmen in the village when they 
were intercepted by the SAS 
troops. Two rifles were found 
beside the charred remains of the 
stolen car, Press Association re- 
ported. 

The car caught fire when one of 
tbe bliDets hit tbe gas tank, news 
reports said. 

A woman who lives nearby said 
she heard the shooting. 

“It seemed to go on and on. It 
was terrible and when I went 
outside I could see the smoke 
coming from the car.” she said. 


CANBERRA (R) — Australian 
Prime Minister Bob Hawke Mon- 
day bear off a challenge for power 
by his treasurer Paul Keating and 
will stay at the helm of a govern- 
ment be has led for more than 
eight years. 

Keating promptly quit his post 
after Labour parliamentarians 
voted by 66 votes to 44 to stay 
with Hawke who has taken 
Labour to a record four succes- 
sive election victories. 

In a day of high drama, Hawke 
told a news conference after tbe 
decisive secret ballot that Keat- 
ing's departure ended “one of tbe 
outstanding combinations in post- 
war politics." 

Keating, who became treasurer 
and right-hand man to Hawke 
when Labour won power in 1983, 
stood down graciously and said 
he would not challenge ' for the 
leadership again. 

“The fact is I had only one shot 
in the locker and I fired it,” he 
said. Interest now centres on who 
will replace Keating. 

Primary Industries Minister 
John Kerin and Finance Minister 
Ralph Willis are considered fron- 
trunners. 

Keating, the architect of the 
■ unshackling of the Australian 
economy, said he would stay on 
Labour’s backbenches until the 
next poll in 19931 but ruled out 
any future ministerial role. 

Keating’s treasury post was left 
open. A successor is expected to 
be named Tuesday but his deputy 
prime minister’s portfolio was fil- 
led by Welfare Services Minister 
Brian Howe, a left-winger known 
for his reformist views. 

Hawke supporters said after 
the ballot that the 22-vote margin 
was emphatic enough to cement 
his position as leader and prevent 
any future challenge before an 
election which must be held by 
Match 1993. 

But former minister Peter 
Duncan, a Keating backer, told 
reporters Hawke could not claim 
an overwhelming vote of confi- 
dence. 

“We now have an intemeg- 
num, the prime minister will be 
under the miscroscope,” he said. 

Hawke, a populist leader 
whose approval ratings have re- 
cently slipped behind the Con- 
servative opposition, conceded 
tiie parly had been hurt by the 
public squabbling. 

The government "must now set 




WUI Rogers Follies 
beats 

Miss Saigon 
for best musical 


Bob Hawke 


about the task of healing tbe 
wounds which undoubtedly have 
occurred during this process,' 
said Hawke; who has cancelled a 


12-day European trip scheduled 
to start Wednesday. 

The open conflict between 
Hawke, 61, and his young finance 
minister erupted late last week 
when it was revealed in tbe media 
that Hawke had promised in 1968 
to band over power to Keating 
after the 1990 election which 
Labour narrowly won. 

Keating, who has never con- 
cealed fais ambitions for the top 
position, said Hawke had re- 
neged on the secret deal by saying 
he would take Labour to the next 
election. 

Keating , 47, a gifted par- 
liamentary orator who estab- 
lished an international reputation 
as an economic refo rmis t, said he 
would not play a spoiling role 
from the backbenches. 

“I have spent too many years 
bufldmg up tins structure and Ido 
not want to do it any damage," be 
tokl'a news conference. 

Keating leaves behind him an 
Australia in recession, with high 
unemployment, a large current 
account deficit and a burgeoning 
foreign debt winch now stands at 
a net 133 billion dollars ($99.8 
billion). 

But on a day when trade fi- 
gures showed a worse-than- 
expected current deficit of 125 
biOkm dollars ($950 million) in 
April, Keating was adamant that 
he was leaving tbe economy in a 
better condition than the one he 
inherited. 

“We have a goods and ser- 
vices surplus, with inflation fore- 
cast at four per cent for the 
coming year which is a modi 
better state than I found it,” he 
said. 

The financial markets reacted 
with little excitement to the de- 
parture of a man who has control- 
led Australia's economic destiny 
for eight years, who floated the 
local currency in 1984 then sent it 
crashing two years later with his 
famous line that Australia was in 
danger of becoming a “banana 
republic. 


CIA knew before attack on 


Pope — Bulgarian report 


ROME (AP) — A magistrate 
beading Italy’s investigation into 
the 1981 shooting of Pope John 
Paul n said Monday be wants to 
question a former Bulgarian sec- 
ret service chief who reportedly 
claimed the CIA knew about the 
attack in advance. 


A Milan newspaper, II Giomo, 
said it obtained a tape of a 
statement by tbe Bulgarian, Kon- 
stantin Karadzhov, indicating tbe 
KGB, Moscow's secret service, 
ordered its Bulgarian counterpart 
to assassinate the Polish-born 
Pontiff in 1981, a tune when the 
Pontiff’s support for Solidarity, 
Poland’s first independent onion , 
■was critical. 

Tbe allegation of an East-Bloc 
plot behind the shooting, which; 
seriously wounded tbe Pope, 
formed the basis of two trials in 
Italy of Bulgarian and Turkish 
defendants accused of conspiracy. 


The courts acquitted them, saying 
there wasn’t enough evidence to 
prove such a plot and that Sofia's 
then-Commnnist government 
didn't cooperate in the investiga- 
tion. 

Interest in the plot theory has 
been renewed by the work in 
Sofia of a U.S. commission to 
investigate the shooting. Bulgaria 
has promised to cooperate with 
the commission and Italy, which 
reopened tbe case several years 
ago. 

“We're looking to get a bold of 
the tape and evaluate it,” said 
Rosario Priore, a Rome magis- 
trate who leads Italy’s probe of 


the alleged plot. 

Priore said he would seek to. 
directly question Karadzhov, who 
is serving a prison sentence in 
Bulgaria after being convicted of 
corruption. Prior said. 

Allegations of an East Bloc 
plot were made by tire Mehmet 
Ali Agca, tins Turk convicted of 
shooting the Pope. He is serving a 
life sentence in an Italian prison 
for the shooting of the Pope in St. 
Peter’s Square on May 13, 1981. 

II Giomo said Karadzhov dic- 
tated his report and entrusted it 
to a dose colleague in the secret 
service shortly before he was 
jailed. 

The newspaper said the tape 
said Karadzhov came to Rome a 
week before the shooting to de- 
liver 3 million West German 
marks for payment to Agca. Bat 
when Agca received only 2 mil- 
lion marks, he worried the Bulga- 
rians might IdH Urn after the 
shooting and contacted the CIA, 
the U.S. intelligence agency, the 
newspaper said Karadzhov re- 
counted. 

The CIA “decided not to un- 
mask the plans of the plot but to 
allow them to be carried out,” II 
Giorao said, drawing on Karad- 
zbov’s account. "It wanted to 
catch the organisers of the plot on 
the spot and ‘thus nail the 
KGB,”’ the paper claimed, quot- 
ing from the alleged tape. 

“The CIA only ordered Agca 
not to fcil! the Pope but ‘to limit 
himself to wounding him,"' D 
Giomo quoted Karadzhov as 
saying. 


Pope seeks to mend rift 
between Poles, Ukrainians 

a 


LUBACZoW, Poland (AP) 

Pope John Paul n, reaching ouft 
to believers in the Soviet Union 
and seeking to mend rifts be- 
tween ethnic Poles and Ukrai- 
nians, Monday welcomed 
thou sands more Ukr ainian pil- 
grims to this border region. 

Th* Pope, preaching tolerance 
and courting Soviet believers 
emerging from decades of Com- 
munist oppression, celebrated an 
open-air mass at a sports arena in 


this southeastern town 23 
kilometres from the Soviet bor- 
der. 


Soviet authorities, who during 
the Polish-bom Pontiff’s previous 
three trips to his homeland hyd 
blocked the frontiers, opened ex- 
tra border crossings and allowed 
at least 10,000 pilgrims through to 
see tbe Pope Sunday. 


Needing no visas, they came on 
foot, by train and on buses. 


NEW YORK <R) — The all- 
American Will ' Rogers Follies 
wonthe Tony Award for Best 
Musical on -Broadway, beating 
Mass Saigon, n British import set 
mtbedceingda3«<rftijeYi«aani ¥ 
War. Director Tommy Tune’s 
evening at t fee. ZSegfeld Follies 
hosted by Rogers, played by 
Keith Carradme, -won the co- 
veted prize after a fierce battle' 
with Camertm MacKintoshJ’s 
Miss. -Saigon, an update of 
Madame Butterfly set in tbe days 
at the end of the Vietnam War. 
Actress Shirley I^CIaine pre- 
sented the award at a gala cere- 
mony at the Mhiskoff Theatre in 
New York’s Times Square. Stars £ 
who presented awards at tbe gla- 
morous evening also included 
Whoopi goldberg, Anthony 
Quinn, Audrey Hepburn, Dentil 
Washington and Carole plan- 
ning. The show was hosted fay 
British actor Jeremy Irons and 
actress Julie Andrews. Both 
shows received 11 nominations, 
bat momentum had been building 
for Follies, which recreates tbe 
late will rogera, America's -re- 
vered cowboy humorist- ^ 
philosopher. The show had won )' 
both tbe Drama Desk and Drama 
Critics Circle Awards. But Saigon 
Stan Jonathan Pryce and Lea 
Salooga won the Tonys for Best 
Leading Actor and Best Leading 
Actress in a musical. - 


Singapore bans 
imports of 
fighting dogs 


SINGAPORE, (R) — Singapore 
had banned imports of fighting f 
dogs, indndiiig American Pit Boll 
Teniers and Japanese Tosas and 
Akitas, the government said. The 
ban, which takes effect im- 
mediately, follows reports from' 


other countries on the risk to life 
and limb posed by dangerous 
breeds, tbe priinaiy. production 
department said in a statement. 
"In view of tbe savage nature of 
these breeds of dogs, the pabbe is 
strongly advised not to keep 
them,” the department said. 
“These dogs are bred forfighting, 
are relatively insensitive to pom 
and are tfifficuit to restr ai n in an 
attack, winch usually results in 
severe or fatal injury to tbe 
victim.” Tbe department said it 
was studying ■ ways to control 
dangerous dogs already in Singa- 
pore, including sterilisation, man- 
datory muzzling outside tbe own- 
er’s property and a requirement 
than owners post bonds and take 
out third party insurance for the 
dogs. 


Boy to be youngest 
university student 
in Singapore 


SINGAPORE (R) — A 13-year- 
old Malaysian boy will become 
the youngest ever student at the 
National University of Singapore 
(NUS) next month when be joins 
the science department, univezti- 
ty officials have said. Loh Chang 
Shrang, who has been allowed to 
skip six grades in Malaysian 
schools, was accepted by the uni- 
versity after special entrance ex- 
aminations. He haft also been 
accepted by two U.S. univena- 
ties. “We prefer to send him to 
NUS as it is nearer, more afford- 
able and there won’t be any 
culture shock ” Lob’s father, a 
biochemist in Ipoh, Malaysia, 
told Singapore's Sunday Times 
newspaper. The boy said be ex- 
pected a "generation gap” in his 
relations with his older class- 
mates. "Our social interests are 
different. I like chess, computer 
games and programming but my 
older friends have different in- 
terests.’’ 


aipei zoo 

o auction off over 
230 animals 


TAIPEI (R) — Taipei’s Mmndp 
al Zoo plans to auction off mon 
than 230 animals to raise mone] 
and reduce overcrowding, 
Taiwanese zoo officials sakL The 
animals include two giraffes, 
antelopes, baboons, monkeys, s 
pair of camels and semes ol 
ducks, the zoo’s director Wan; 
Kuang-Ping told reporters at the 
weekend. Some of the awimafe 
can only be sold to state-run oi 
private zoos because of wildlife 
protection laws, and private 
citizens will have to promise -to 
treat their purchases kindly i 
Wang said. He expected to obtain 
formal government approval ol 
die sale, tbe zoo’s biggest auction 
and its first for many years, with- 
in months. The zoo was not yel 
estimated prices for tbe animals. 



